Psychology 489
Special Topics in Developmental Psychology: Language

Extra Credit Assignment

Due December 7, 2009 
Assignment

Write a 2-3 page summary/critique of a recent research article (2000 to present) pertaining to a topic from this course. Your summary should be typed double spaced and written in your own words (do not copy sentences from the paper or use quotes). You may earn up to 15 points extra credit for doing an article review. The article you select must include an empirical study (i.e., a method section) and a major focus should be on some aspect of language development. You can not use a seminar article for this extra credit assignment. 
What to include in the review:

1. Give the full reference, using APA format (Author, year, title, journal, pages)

2. Summarize the article. Include what the authors wanted to find, how the experiment was conducted, what the results were, how the authors interpreted the results, and what the authors now think due to the results.

3. Attempt to relate these findings to what you have learned in class. For example:


-Do these results represent a major finding in an area of research? Is it a replication?


-Is some aspect of a theory clarified or supported by this research?


-Do the results contradict earlier findings?

Although you are relating the article to class material, do not write “the way that this article relates to what I learned in class is....” Instead, refer directly to the theory, research, or ideas that you learned in class. For example: “The results of this experiment support Markman’s idea that children use the Mutual Exclusivity Principle to learn word labels” . 

4. Attempt to assess the quality and relevance of the research. Look for major flaws, confounding variables. (Again, explain why you think something was a problem with the study rather than simply listing the problems). What is the real world relevance of this research?

5. Attach a photocopy of the article reviewed.

Where to find relevant journal articles:

Attached is a list of some appropriate journals. You are not limited to this list, however, “popular” magazines (Psychology Today, Time, Newsweek, Parenting, etc.) are not acceptable sources. Skim through a number of journals on the list or others in the library you find. Look for articles on appropriate topics that you can understand well enough to critique. You may have to look through quite a few articles prior to finding an appropriate article. Be sure to select an empirical article (a study) rather than a theoretical paper, commentary, or reply. THE EMPHASIS OF THE ARTICLE SHOULD BE ON SOME ASPECT OF LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT. 

List of Journals

Brain & Language

Child Development

Child Language Teaching & Therapy

Developmental Psychology

First Language

International Journal of Early Childhood

International Journal of Language and Communication Disorders

Journal of Child Language

Journal of Experimental Child Psychology

Journal of Memory & Language

Journal of Speech and Hearing Research

Language Acquisition

Language and Cognitive Processes

Language Learning

Language, Speech and Hearing Services in the Schools

Memory & Cognition

Merrill Palmer Quarterly

Psychological Reports

Psychological Review

Seminars in Speech and Language 

Sign Language Studies

Topics in Language Disorders

You may use other journals that are not listed here, but please clear them with me first. 

