Psychology 201 General Psychology Projects

Throughout the term you will complete 3 projects. Projects due dates are listed below and also appear on the syllabus. The purpose of each assignment is to get you to apply and critically think about concepts discussed in class and in your text. 

_______________________________________________________________

Select one of the following for Project #1


Due October 18
a) A woman writes to Parents magazine:   


We had a beautiful baby girl three months ago. Now that the hectic 
new baby period is over, I think more about her future and I wonder what kind 
of person she will become. What as a parent can I do to make sure that she grows up to be a happy person?

Answer this question from EACH of the following perspectives:

Psychoanalytic (Freud)


Behaviorist (Watson and/or Skinner)


Humanist (Rogers) 


Positive Psychology (Seligman)
b) Design and describe an experiment to determine if chewing gum facilitates performance on a memory task. 

1) Clearly specify your hypothesis. Identify your independent variable, and your  
dependent variable.

2) Describe your experiment in detail, clarifying how you would test your 
hypotheses. In this section be sure to describe your experimental and control 
groups and how individuals would be assigned to these groups. 

3) Describe possible extraneous variables. What would you do to control them?

4) Would it be necessary to use deception in your study? Why or why not?  

c) Consider each of the following patients:


1) Joe is 24 and was recently involved in a motorcycle accident in which he 
sustained severe damage to his left temporal lobe.

2) Sally is 30 and has just suffered severe damage to her medulla in a roller-
blading accident.


3) Johnny, 33, is the victim of a drive by shooting. He has sustained major 

injury to his right frontal and right occipital lobes, but he will survive.


4) Lucinda, 65, suffered a stroke last month which destroyed much of her 
prefrontal cortex.   

Based on your knowledge of the brain, write a paper describing the prognosis you would make for each of these patients (i.e., specifically what sorts of behavioral and cognitive changes would you expect for them to experience). Be sure to provide a rationale for each of your predictions.
 _______________________________________________________________

Select one of the following for Project #2



Due November 10
a) Construct a grid like the following and fill in the spaces for each of the senses.





Hearing

Taste


Smell




___________________________________________________________________

What areas of 

brain are involved?

____________________________________________________________________

What are the

sensory receptors?

Where are they located?

_____________________________________________________________________

Briefly describe

theories for this 

sense and/or issues 

for future research.   
_____________________________________________________________________

Describe something you

were surprised to learn

about this sense.  

_____________________________________________________________________

b) Your 8-year old child has recently started cursing. Describe how you could use each of the following operant conditioning methods to reduce or eliminate cursing (or increase appropriate language).


Positive reinforcement


Negative reinforcement


Positive punishment


Negative punishment

Be sure to evaluate each approach and describe which approach (or combination of approaches) you think would be most successful. Why?

c) Describe each of the following and then explain how you would use what you have learned about each term to improve your study habits and performance on exams:


1) attention


2) elaboration


3) chunking


4) retroactive & proactive interference

______________________________________________________________________

Select one of the following for Project #3
             Due December 1 
a) For this project, you have two children, and son and a daughter, about to enter adolescence. You are about to go on a journey that will prevent you from having contact with your children over the next 10 years. You are to write each child a letter telling them about changes they will experience during puberty. Use this opportunity to tell your children what you consider important to help them better deal with these changes. You must write one letter to each child. For both children be sure to describe what they should expect in terms of physical changes to occur during pubescence and puberty, and when these changes may occur. Additionally, the letter to your daughter must discuss menarche, and the letter to your son must discuss spermarche. Be sure to write these letters using vocabulary that will be understood by these children and will give them a positive attitude toward the changes they will experience. Finally be sure that the content of your letter accurately reflects material discussed in class or in the text book. 
b) 
In public settings, observe the language of several children under the age of 5. 
Provide 2 examples of each of the following:

· overextensions

· underextensions

· telegraphic speech

· overregularizations


For each example, be sure to describe why you believe the example illustrates 
the concept.  

Grading Criteria for Projects

I will be looking for the following in each project submitted:

· The question(s) has/have been answered as completely as possible given material discussed in class and in the text. Although these questions are posed for reflection and interpretation, your responses must be based on course content (from class or text) and not simply your personal opinion. 

· Sentences are grammatically correct and free of spelling errors

· Sentences are in your own words.  No quoting allowed. 

· The project is typed, double spaced, 12 pt font  

· The project is no more than 2 pages (single sided) in length  

· A title page and reference page are not required. 

I am happy to provide you with feedback on a draft project provided that you bring a draft by my office hours before the due date for feedback.  

