Psychology 390

Theories of Learning
Extra Credit Options

Due at Exam #2 March 15 from 8-10:00 am  
You may earn up to 15 points total in extra credit. 

Option #1 Research Participation

For extra credit you may participate in one or more research experiments conducted through the Psychology Division. Research that is conducted through other departments or divisions is not eligible for extra credit in this class (but may be in another class, so check with your professors). The amount of extra credit that you earn in an experiment depends upon the amount of time involved in participation. Typically for 30 minutes or less you earn 5 points, more time spent earns more points. To find out about research opportunities, periodically check the bulletin board outside of the Todd Hall library (1st floor of Todd Hall). If you sign up to participate in research, be sure to show up for the research. When you participate, be sure that the researcher gives you a research participation slip to indicate your participation and the amount of time that was spent for the study (i.e., 10 minutes, 30 minutes, 1 hour, etc.).   

Option #2 Article Review Assignment

Write a 2-3 page summary/critique of a recent research article (1990 to present) related to a learning topic discussed in class this term. Your summary should be typed double spaced and written in your own words (do not copy sentences from the paper or use quotes).THE ARTICLE REVIEWED CAN NOT BE ONE OF OUR SEMINAR ARTICLE, NOR CAN IT BE AN ARTICLE INCLUDED IN YOUR LEARNING PAPER (BUT IT MAY BE WITHIN THE SAME TOPIC AREA)

What to include in the review:

1. Give the full reference, using APA format (Author, year, title, journal, pages)

2. Summarize the article. Include what the authors wanted to find, how the experiment was conducted, what the results were, how the authors interpreted the results, and what the authors now think due to the results.

3. Attempt to relate these findings to what you have learned in class. For example:


-Do these results represent a major finding in an area of research? Is it a replication?


-Is some aspect of a theory clarified or supported by this research?


-Do the results contradict earlier findings?

Although you are relating the article to class material, do not write “the way that this article relates to what I learned in class is....” Instead, refer directly to the 
theory, research, or ideas that you learned in class. For example: “The results of this experiment support Skinner’s idea of.. 

4. Attempt to assess the quality and relevance of the research. Look for major flaws, confounding variables. (Again, explain why you think something was a problem with the study rather than simply listing the problems). What is the real world relevance of this research?

5. Attach a photocopy of the article reviewed.

6. The article selected must be an empirical study focusing on learning (include a method section with information about participants etc). If you are unsure about using an article, check with me before you write the review. 
