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BIOPSYCHOLOGY
SYLLABUS
Materials:

Text:  


Carlson, N.R. (2005). Foundations of Physiological Psychology 6th ed

Course Description: 
This course is designed to expose you to the underlying physiological mechanisms of behavior. Physiological psychology is a complex but fascinating field of study. It explores the relationship between our biological systems and behavior. Structure and function of the nervous system from the neuron to the brain, as well as the interrelationships between the brain and such behaviors as eating, sleeping, learning, memory, emotion, and mental disorders will be discussed using examples from the behavior of both humans and lower organisms. 

Goals:


--Understand Biological influences on behavior


--Understand CNS neuroanatomy


--Understand Psychopharmacological influences on behavior


--Focus on specific behaviors in relation to the biological underpinnings

Week 1 
Syllabus, Overview, intro chapter-- Chp 1 summary due Thursday.


Week 2

Cell structure chp 2 Summary due Thursday 


Week 3

Structure of Nervous System Chp 3 summary Due Thursday



Week 4

Test 1 over 1, 2, 3, Tuesday; Psychopharmacology—chp 4 summary due Thursday
Week 5

Psychobiological research chapter—chp 5 summary due Thursday

Week 6

Reproductive behavior – chp 9 summary and Emotion chp 10—Thursday
Week 7
Test 2 over chps 4, 5, 9 &10 Tuesday; Learning and memory chp 12 Due Thursday

Week 8

Neurological Disorders chp 14 summary Due Thursday Paper topic/article check
Week 9
Schizophrenia, affective, and anxiety disorders—chp 15 and reviews for extra credit chapters due Friday (Thursday is academic excellence day).
Week 10
Paper due Thursday Dead week

Finals Week
Test 3  Date: ______________
Grading:
3 Tests



100 pts each
A
93%
B-
80%
D+
67%



8 Chapter Summaries
 
 40  pts

A-
90%
C+
77%
D
63%



Paper



100 pts

B+
87%
C
73%
D-
60%



Brian Lab


  10 pts

B
85%
C-
70%
F 
< 60%



Total



450 pts 
Grading will be based on a high score scaling method for the tests.  The top two student’s grades will be averaged to produce the high from this high the percentages will be calculated. 
Tests: Tests will have a combination of fill in the blank/diagram, short answer, and multiple choice questions.  Bring a Scantron for MC questions. Students are responsible for all of the text, lecture/discussions, handout, and video material at any time prior to the test at hand and subsequent to the previous test in the case of the final. No make-up tests will be allowed except in highly documented extreme situations—no early tests will be given at all. Make-up tests after the test date may be a different version and/or type of test (e.g., long essay exam).  

Summaries:

Chapter summaries must be done individually. Each chapter summary must be a minimum of 3 typed (double spaced, 12 point font, 1-1.5 uniform margins ) pages long. Each summary must provide evidence that the entire chapter was read. These are not to be outlines but written in paragraph form. Every detail of the chapter is not expected within this summary. Personal statements of interest are required. Assume a minimum of a ½ page personal reflection at the end of the summary. Each summary is worth 5 points.  Summaries on chapters covered in class have specified due dates on the previous page. Chapters that will not be lectured or tested can be reviewed instead of the covered chapters. The due date for these chapters is noted on the previous page. Late summaries will be docked 10% per working day (M-F; 9-5) regardless of any excuse but only up to a maximum penalty of %50.
Cutting edge article review paper: The paper will be based on a topic directly related to Biopsych topics (check your book for ideas). A “B grade” paper typically has a title page, 4 + type-written pages (minimum 6 for graduate students), and 2+ references (3+ for graduate students). The papers may be handed in early. At least 2 research articles need to be checked by the professor prior to the paper being written to check for appropriate focus. Articles must be research articles that actually conduct an experiment. The paper will have 3 sections: review of each research article (including experimenter’s hypothesis, participants used, results, and their reported implications), an integration/comparison of the articles, a one page minimum personal reaction. Articles may be no older than 2002. Late papers will be docked 10% per working day (M-F; 9-5) up to a max of %50. Papers may be submitted via email as a word attachment. At least the page of the article that includes the abstract must be turned in (or attached if submitting electronically) with the paper. 
Brain Lab:In the brain lab we will dissect sheep brains. Supplies will be provided. A lab sheet will be required to be turned in. Those with issues regarding the hands-on dissection must discuss this prior to the lab and may be able to complete the lab using the on-line slides of the sheep brain dissection (this is not an option for those who miss the lab).

Extra Credit: Chapter summaries beyond the required 8 will be worth 3 points per extra chapter summary; 10 points extra credit for having writing center review your cutting edge article review paper prior to handing it in. 

Attendance/ Discussion: Attendance is considered mandatory. Discussion in class is not mandatory. 

Honor: According to your student handbook students are not to engage in the following: 

(A) Cheating:  intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials information, or study aids in any academic exercise. This includes looking into notebooks, bags, or talking with students during tests.

(B) Fabrication: intentional and unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or citation in an academic exercise.

(C) Plagiarism: intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as one’s own in any academic exercise.

(D) Facilitating Academic dishonesty:  intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another to engage in any of the above behaviors.

Students Needing Class Accommodations: A student who needs accommodations of any type can see me during my office hours or contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) (838-8250) on campus.
Cutting edge article review paper

1. The paper will be based on a topic directly related to the course (check your text book for ideas). 

2. For a “B level grade—80 points” each paper will typically have:

a. a title page  with title, name, and course number

b. minimum of 4 type written pages including


- ½ page/one paragraph minimum general introduction

· 1 page minimum review for each article detailing the hypothesis, number of subjects,  design of 
the study, findings, and implications proposed by the authors of the research


- ½ page/one paragraph minimum section comparing and contrasting the two articles

· 1 page minimum personal reflection. May include what interested you, what you found out new 
about the topic, your criticism of the research, and questions for clarification

c. minimum of 2 Research articles (additional research or nonresearch articles/ references to be used in intro and personal reaction are STRONGLY encouraged).

d. Full copies of each primary research article must be attached to the paper. 

3. Articles  (references) must be research articles that actually conduct an experiment not review articles. Articles may be no older than 2002.  And you must present your articles to the instructor for approval prior to writing the paper on or before the article check date mentioned in your syllabus.

4. Papers that are late will be docked 10% per working day (M-F; 9-5) regardless of any excuse but only up to a maximum penalty of %50. 

Cutting Edge Article Review Grade Sheet

A B- grade in my grading system is 80 points. The grading for each paper starts at 80 points.

Base paper grade





80

Additions:

Above average Introduction



+5       
____

Additional scientific sources reviewed 


+5-10
____

Above average compare and contrast section

+5-10
____

Above average personal reaction section

+5-10
____

Above average details for primary articles

+5-10
____

Additional points for excellence



____

Subtractions:

No general introduction paragraph


-5
____

Minimal sources not met



-5
____

A primary source not a research study


-5
____

Limited details in primary article


-5
____

Limited compare and contrast



-5
____

No compare and contrast



-10
____

Limited personal reaction



-5
____

No Personal reaction



-10
____

Primary article abstract or full paper not attached

-5
____

References not cited



-5
____

Additional subtractions




____







TOTAL
____


