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Research Methods in Psychology
SYLLABUS
Text: 
  American Psychological Association (2001). Publication Manual of the APA (5th ed.).

 Washington DC. [strongly suggested]

Goals:


-  The student will understand statistical methods in the behavioral sciences.
- The student will understand the application of statistical methods and statistical software.
- The student will understand writing and reporting of statistical methods.
- The student will learn the basic skills in the use of the scientific method as an approach to understanding research methodology, and advancing knowledge through critical thinking and skeptical inquiry. (Divisional Learning Goal 1)

- The student will demonstrate information competence as shown by their ability to access, evaluate, and summarize psychological literature through writing and oral communication following American Psychological Association style guidelines. (Divisional Learning Goal 3)
In this class you will be required to calculate statistics, graph data, and report results associated with statistics.  You will have assignments and tests that will require you to work these statistics by hand, a basic calculator will be necessary.



Schedule
Week 1 

Syllabus hand out,  Review,  SPSS use for 2 group/condition designs
Week 2 

Correlation and regression


Week 3

 IRB form due (Friday)
Week 4

1 IV ANOVA, between and within;
Week 5

2 IV designs 
2-way ANOVAs between, within, mixed
Week 6

SPSS Anova
Week 7

Multiple Regression SPSS Multiple Regression
Week 8

Test  
Week 9

Final draft due
Week 10
begin Oral presentations 
Finals week  
Finish 
Oral presentations 
Grading:
1 Test



@ 100 pts 

A
95%
B-
75%
D+
55%



6 Assignments


@   30 pts

A-
90%
C+
70%
D
50%



Oral Presentation  

@   50 pts

B+
85%
C
65%
D-
45%



Final Project


@  100 pts    

B
80%
C-
60%
F 
< 45%



Total



     280 pts




Test:

The test will have a combination of fill in the blank, short answer and multiple choice questions. *Grades will be based on the top scores in the class to modify the total.  Midterms must be made up within two weeks of original test date. The test given may or may not be the same as the original.

Assignments: 

The assignments will be assigned a due date, which will mean the beginning of class for that day.  Assignments will be docked %5 per day after the due date (M-F 9-5).

IRB:

You will fill out a standard WOU IRB form and turn it in to the instructor prior to collecting data for your study. Violations of IRB standards, subject recruitment, and extra credit will be taken very seriously. Punishment will begin with failure of the project and may go as high as being reported to J board.
Oral Presentation:

You will present your findings to the class orally with overhead displays of your design and graphs of your results. 

Presentation evaluations:

You will evaluate each presentation presented in your class for a total of 15 points across the presentation days.

Office Hours:  

Meeting time with the instructor will be available during office hours.  It is the students responsibility to check with the instructor for an appointment.

Extra Credit:  Evidence of use of the writing center will provide extra credit.

Attendance and Discussion:

Attendance is considered mandatory. Discussion in class is not mandatory. 

Honor:

It is expected that all students will complete the class with honor. No cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly helping others cheat as outlined in your student handbook. Honor also involves reporting these infractions to the instructor if you know about them.

Students Needing Class Accommodations:  

A student who needs accommodations of any type can see me during my office hours or contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) (838-8250) on campus
