
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday Morning, July 25th, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
Hooked on ASL Phonics 
Presenter: Michael J. Olivier 
ED217; ASL (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Many people are surprised to learn that ASL has its own phonics! But learning the basic 
foundational linguistic elements will help you to improve your signing. This workshop will use some fun, creative 
ways to teach ASL linguistics- you won't even realize you're learning linguistics! This will be a hands-on, interactive, 
activity-centered workshop. Still harboring nightmares from your dry college linguistic classes? This workshop will 
completely change your perspective of linguistics, and help you to notice how they are incorporated into your 
everyday work. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will identify the five parameters of American Sign Language 

 Participants will give examples of each parameter in ASL 

 Participants will be able to define the term, phonolgy 

 Participants will be able to justify the parameter error(s) of a sign 
 
Presenter Bio:  
Michael J. Olivier hails from Boston, Massachusetts. Michael received his Bachelor of Arts degree from California 
State University, Northridge. Michael obtained a Master of Arts Degree from The Univeristy of Ariozona. Michael 
has a vast field of experience in ASL instruction ranging from teaching ASL as a second language at the college level, 
to teaching ASL as a first language at a school for the Deaf. 
 
Read My Face 
Presenter: Heath Goodall 
ED105; ASL (0.3 PS CEUs) 

Workshop Description: Read my lips! Ah, I mean, read my face! This workshop is all about facial expression which 
is a tone, similar to vocal expression. There are several types of facial expression such as WH-question, yes/no 
question, rhetorical question (RH-question), non-manual grammatical markers, non-manual behaviors and/or non-
manual signals.  Come learn more! 
 
Educational Objectives: 

 Participants will be able to identify several levels of facial expression from a video and a live presentation 

 Participants will be able to demonstrate the use of each facial expression with mouthing morphemes 

 Participants will be able to tell a story using each facial expression based on rules that apply 

 Participants will be able to improve skills in describing images and objects   
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Presenter Bio:  
Heath Goodall completed his undergraduate work at the University of New Mexico and his graduate work at 
Western Oregon University. Additionally, Heath learned by watching (studying) people. He quickly learned to mimic 
and model some of their expressions and behaviors. Currently, Heath teaches ASL courses at Portland Community 
College. Heath’s first passion is the arts. He is a master storyteller, performer, actor, and ASL poet. He loves to 
draw, using pencil, charcoal, and ink. Heath's passion for the arts shines in everything he does, including the 
classroom where he makes learning ASL fun. You can find him on Facebook, ASL with Heath Goodall and Deaf Dog 
Entertainment 
 

Friday Morning, July 25th, 9:00am – 10:20am  
(The following workshops will also be repeated Saturday morning) 

Fostering Trust: Making the Deaf Consumer Part of the Interpreting 
Presenters: Ali Artis & Cari Carter 
ED244; IPD (0.15 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: This workshop is designed to help interpreters focus on the functional dynamic between 
them and the Deaf consumer. We will discuss the importance of fostering trust, and how it can be maintained 
throughout an assignment. By approaching the interpreting process from the consumer’s perspective, we will 
explore techniques used to keep the lines of communication open as we strive to produce the most effective 
interpretation. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able to outline why trust is critical in the interpreting process 

 Participants will indentify and demonstrate Deaf cultural norms for greeting and information sharing and 
explain their impact on trust 

 Participants will develop strategies to negotiate feedback within the interpreting process that reinforces the 
trust relationship 

Presenter Bios:  
Ali Ann Artis is currently working as an educational and freelance interpreter in Humboldt County, CA. She is 
originally from the San Francisco Bay area, where she was introduced to ASL as a child. She moved north and 
graduated from Humboldt State with a BS in Natural Resources in 2000, and discovered the interpreting profession 
shortly thereafter. She is excited about pursuing research in translation as part of WOU’s Master’s of Interpreting 
Studies program. 
 
Cari Carter was born and raised in the beautiful Sacramento Valley of northern California. She came to know ASL as 
a foreign language and got adopted by the Deaf community; she transferred to finish her undergraduate work at 
RIT/NTID. She has worked as a professional interpreter for 11 years and as an educator and mentor for five years. 
Currently she is working to complete her Master’s degree at Western Oregon University. 
 
Muggles, Wizards, Witches, and Half-Bloods: How We Take Up Space and Define Our Role on and off the 
Quiddich Field  
Presenter: Amy Williamson 
ED116; IPD (0.15 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: How many degrees of separation are there between yourself and the people you are 
interpreting between? How about between you and your team interpreter? Through analyzing Llewellyn-Jones & 
Lee’s multi-dimensional use of Role Space, we will examine how a Coda interpreter’s position and connections 
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within a community influences or impacts that interpreter’s ability to work with integrity and may influence the 
team interpreter relationship. With this backdrop we will formulate and then describe ways that role-space 
differences and similarities may be handed in our work. 
 
Educational Objectives  

 Participants will be able to recognize where and how they are situated within the Deaf community 

 Participants will be able to state the Role Space Dimensions as outlined by Llewellyn-Jones & Lee 

 Participants will be able to discuss how Role Space Dimensions intersect with their situation within the Deaf 
community 

 Participants will be able to analyze and examine how their use of role space impacts their work 

 Participants will analyze and examine how their use of role space impacts their relationship with their team 
interpreter 

 

Presenter Bio:  
Amy Williamson lives in Vermont after living in NC, DC, AZ, Micronesia, VA, and Alaska.  She is the hearing 
daughter of Deaf parents. Her parents are Barney & Mary Ella Scarboro Williamson both teachers for 30 years at 
the Eastern NC School for the Deaf. She has worked as a sign language interpreter since graduating from high 
school and actually LOVES the work she does.  
 
Exploring Generational Differences and Ethical Decision Making on “A Beautiful Day” 
Presenters: Nicole Shambourger & Chris Grooms 
ED204; IPD (0.15 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: In this workshop participants will examine historical models of interpreting and discuss 
generational differences as related to ethical decision making and professional practice. Participants will compare 
and contrast how interpreters from different generations may approach decision making in specific situations and 
settings. Participants will also discuss how these generational differences have affected the professional practice of 
today and how ethical decision making may evolve in the future. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will identify generational differences related to ethical decision making 

 Participants will compare and contrast generational differences related to ethical decision making 

 Participants will articulate how historical models of interpreting influence ethical decision making. 

 Participants will be able to explain how generational differences and historical models of interpreting have 
shaped the processional practice of today. 

 
Presenter Bios:  
Nicole Shambourger (CI/CT) is a graduate student pursuing a degree in Interpreting Studies with an emphasis in 
pedagogy from Western Oregon University.  She holds a BA in Accounting and an Interpreting Certificate from 
Georgia Perimeter College.  She is a member of NAOBI-DC, PCRID and served on the board of NAOBI, Inc. for five 
years.  She enjoys mentoring students and discussions with her mentors about the profession.   Nicole resides in 
Washington, DC with her husband Daryl. 
 
Chris Grooms is currently a graduate student in the MA in Interpreting Studies at Western Oregon University and 
has been interpreting since 1989. Chris is a strong advocate of life-long learning and has presented at the local, 
state, regional and national levels on a variety of topics. He has served in various leadership roles in our 
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professional organizations including Texas Society of Interpreters for the Deaf and the Registry of Interpreters for 
the Deaf. 
 

Friday Morning, July 25th, 10:40am – 12:00pm  
(The following workshops will also be repeated Saturday morning) 

Trustworthiness in the Age of Social Media 
Presenters: Erin Trimble & Erica West Oyedele 
ED204; IPD (0.15 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: “You never get a second chance at a fist impression.” What if the first impression is based 
off one’s online persona? A look at interpreters’ conceptualization of their work, decision making and trust with 
colleagues and consumers in the age of social media. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able to identify how professional conduct manifests itself on the job and beyond  

 Participants will explain implications of social media behavior upon their professional practice 

 Participants will construct an action plan for appropriate professional conduct 

Presenter Bios:  
Erin Trimble holds a B.S. degree in American Sign Language/English Interpreting from William Woods University. 
Her professional interpreting career has spanned 11 years and two states. She is currently pursuing her Master of 
Arts in Interpreting Studies degree at Western Oregon University, and is doing research on the implementation of 
interprofessional learning communities and their impact on the rural interpreter. 
 
Erica West Oyedele has been interpreting since 2004. Her interest is in increasing professional development 
opportunities for Interpreters of Color. She currently serves as Chair for the RID Member Section, Interpreters and 
Transliterators of Color. She works as a Freelance Interpreter and Mentor in Northern California and is an Adjunct 
Professor at American River College. She is pursuing her Master’s degree in Interpreting Studies and she lives in 
Sacramento with her husband and their two dogs. 
 
Taking Your Career to the Next Level 
Presenters: Grace Artl & Angela Wonder 
ED116; IPD (0.15 GS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Have you ever felt “stuck” with regards to your professional skills? Have you ever 
wondered what you can do to improve them and “unstick” yourself? Look no further! Participants in this workshop 
will discuss what it means to examine, assess, and improve upon professional skills. We will consider various skills 
signed language interpreters might choose to hone over their professional careers while also dispelling common 
myths regarding what it means to become a professional expert. This workshop will engage participants in 
developing meaningful and individualized development plans, considering a variety of benchmarks and 
perspectives, to implement for future continued professional growth. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able to assess current skill level/professional “status” (i.e. current qualifications, abilities, 

etc) 

 Participants will be able to describe and discuss their professional goals 

 Participants will be able to develop strategies for working towards a variety of professional goals 
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 Participants will be able to create realistic, useable, on-going action plans to achieve professional goals 

Presenter Bios:  
Grace Artl is an interpreter and interpreter educator from Columbus, Ohio. She is a current student of Western 
Oregon’s MA in Interpretation Studies program where her thesis focus is on gender and interpreter role space. She 
has been interpreting for 7 years, has a BA in English-ASL Interpretation from the University of Northern Colorado, 
and is NIC certified. In her spare time, Grace enjoys reading, being crafty, and spending time with her partner and 
their cats. 
 
Angela Wonder has been interpreting professionally since 2009.  She is the product of a deaf family and received 
her bachelor’s in interpreting from Goshen College in Indiana.  Angela is a student at Western Oregon University in 
the MA of Interpreting Studies.  She is also working both freelance interpreting and VRS interpreting as well as 
teaching ASL in high school.   
 
Who’s on First: The Ins and Outs of Interpreting in Deaf and Hearing Teams 
Presenters: Sarah Hafer & Laurie Reinhardt 
ED244;  IPD (0.15 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Deaf and hearing interpreter teams create effective partnerships when roles and functions 
are valued equally. Power balance, consumer alignment, interaction mediation, and presentation of self as 
understood and practiced by each member of the team, influence interpreted event outcomes. From a balanced 
standpoint, one may feel that it is harmony that makes it balanced. Another view could be about showing respect 
towards each other when communicating. Then there are types of personality that are based on these two general 
characters: Extrovert and introvert or thinker and feeler. And then there are folks that carry a mix of all these traits. 
Overall, it takes a lot of these to be mindful for creating a successful working relationship with a team interpreter. 
To make it successful, both interpreters need to actively ensure the power is balanced and that privilege is used in 
appropriate ways. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will understand how to identify possible power imbalances in Deaf and hearing interpreting teams 

 Participants will develop strategies to mitigate inequities among consumers, by exploring how an interpreter’s 
privileged choices impact the integrity of the consumer-centered setting 

 Participants will demonstrate understanding of role functionality of interpreter team members who are Deaf 
and hearing 

 Participants will demonstrate understanding of the ten human drives 

 Participants will gain understanding in identifying different personality traits such as extrovert, introvert, 
thinker, and feeling and their needs 

 Participants will demonstrate the ability to self reflect on their potential impact to the interpreter mediated 
event. 

Presenter Bios:  
Laurie Reinhardt has been an interpreter practitioner for over 30 years. Laurie’s undergraduate degree is from RIT 
and a Masters degree in Fine Art from UW in Seattle. Vision led Laurie to galvanize a group of practitioners to form 
SignOn, Inc., the largest interpreter agency in the Pacific Northwest (1997-2011). She currently is pursuing a 
Master’s degree in Interpreting Studies at WOU where she integrates an artist’s creativity with the technical 
aspects of interpreting. 
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Sarah Hafer has four generations of Deaf family in her bag. Sarah went on to become a certified Deaf interpreter 
several years ago. She holds a baccalaureate honors in Linguistics and a minor in Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages and currently studies for her Master’s degree in Interpreting Studies at WOU. Sarah has recently 
relocated to Portland, Oregon and seeks a job opportunity where she can utilize years of ASL research and teaching 
experience. 
 

Friday Afternoon, July 25th, 2:30pm – 5:30pm 
Perspectives in Classifiers 
Presenter: Jeremy Quiroga  
ED217; ASL (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Spatial agreement in ASL and spatial illusion in perspective drawing share similar traits. In 
ASL, spatial agreement is not utilized enough even though ASL is 60% or more classifiers. By using perspective 
drawing rules and applying them to classifier use in ASL, the student is able to give their ASL an enhanced rich, 
visual flavor. The participant will also learn how to use the ability they have already developed with classifiers, 
whether beginner or advanced, to complement their language use with a focus on their own individual style. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able to increase confidence and become more comfortable with classifier use and ASL 

 Participants will be able to immediately apply learned techniques whether you are an ASL student, a Deaf 

community member or an interpreter 

 Participants will be able to identify where classifier use may be lacking so as to give the participant the ability to 

reconstruct their language in to a more ASL-like form 

 Participants will be able to become more versatile when using ASL 

Presenter Bio:  
Jeremy Quiroga is an active member of the Deaf community. When Jeremy started taking classes for his 
undergraduate degree at Rochester Institute of Technology, he simultaneously started down the path of 
interpreting and was instantly hooked. Since then Jeremy has received his M.F.A. in Metal Sculpture and became a 
certified member of R.I.D. As a master storyteller Jeremy continues to share his love of life and his language 
through workshops and performances nationally. He currently teaches ASL at Bellevue College and is serving his 
second term on the Deaf Advisory Council for RID. 
 
What Every Interpreter Should Know about Legal Settings 
Presenter: Xenia Woods  
ED105; IPD (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: You never know when you’re going to find yourself in a legal situation. This workshop will 
give you some clear guidelines on what to do if you’re “in over your head,” and will provide you with a number of 
resources and opportunities to develop your knowledge of legal interpreting, weather you plan to get the SC:L or 
not. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able to identify “red flags” for legal situations  

 Participants will distinguish between non-legal, quasi-legal, and legal situations 

 Participants will determine their readiness for quasi-legal interpreting 

 Participants will have a toolbox for unexpected legal situations 
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 Participants will be able to explain how they might extricate themselves from legal situations 

Presenter Bio:  
Xenia Fretter Woods holds a Master’s degree in Adult Eucation, the Certificate of Interpretation and the Certificate 
of Transliteration from the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, as well as the Specialist Certificate: Legal (SC:L), 
NIC Master certificate, and Ed:K-12. Currently department chair of American Sign Language and Interpretation at 
Portland Community College, she is the owner and director of TerpSavvy Online Interpreter Career Development. 
 
Visual Gestural Communication 
Presenter: Justin Coleman 
ED204; ASL (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: This seminar will focus on two aspects of Visual Gestural Communication. The first aspect 
will focus on the study of gestures, mime, and pantomime that often accompany non-manual communication. 
Facial expressions, body movements, and handshapes that communicate meaning in ASL will be examined and 
gestures will be identified. The second aspect will focus on the activities of using gestures and the challenges 
presented when turning English texts or stories into gestures. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able to define nonverbal/non-manual communication in American Sign Language and 
various cultures.  

 Participants will be able to identify a variety of gestures in communication and how they can be translated into 
thoughts, ideas, and stories.  

 Participants will be able to analyze gestures in American Sign Language and multichannel communication. 
Participants will be able to examine the theory of gestured communication in ASL and multichannel 
communication.  

 Participants will be able to analyze and identify the implied meaning of facial expressions, body language and 
posturing, and hand gestures.  

 Participants will be able to increase motivation, self-esteem, thinking “outside of the box,” and expansion out 
of one’s “comfort zone” while having fun. 

Presenter Bio:  
Justin Coleman graduated from Portland State University with a Master’s in Theatre Arts and holds Bachelors in 
ASL/English Interpreting from Western Oregon University. He has worked as a Deaf interpreter and translator as 
ASL Consulter/Coaching with Deaf Theaters and as well as innumerable other theater companies and community 
involvement programs. He has the aspiration to teach both deaf and hearing students in the field of theatre by 
using American Sign Language in classroom and on stage. 

 
How to Make Your Signing “More ASL”: Real World Applications of Comparative Linguistics 
Presenter: Celene de Miranda 
ED244; ASL/IPD (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Spoken English and American Sign Language have some linguistic structures that differ 
radically from one another. These are the trouble spots for non-native signers, and distort our attempt at fluency 
when signing for ourselves, and confuse our interpretations when we are working. Identifying these differences 
and learning to incorporate them into our ASL production carries over into more native-like and more accurate 
interpretations. This workshop takes a practical look at linguistics and how it can help us improve our ASL fluency. 
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Educational Objectives:  

 Workshop participants will be able to contrast 4 linguistic aspects of English that differ from ASL structure, and 
explain them in linguistic terms 

 Participants will be able to identify, using a sample text created by themselves, 4 non-native structural 
"compensations" they have used when translating into their second language 

 Participants will be able to correct those 4 non-native "compensations" and re-interpret the sample text, 
incorporating the linguistically correct structures to make their text "more ASL" 

 
Presenter Bio:  
Celene de Miranda lives and works in Joshua Tree, CA as an RID CI/CT certified freelance interpreter. She has a 
passion for learning about and teaching cross-cultural discourse, and has been teaching interpreting and 
comparative linguistics since 1997 at various institutions, including Catonsville Community College in Maryland, 
Western Oregon University, and Oxnard and Glendale Colleges in Southern California. She has been interpreting for 
23 years and holds an M.A. in Linguistics from Gallaudet University. 
 

 

Friday Evening, July 25th, 7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Deaf, Blind and Hiking 2160 miles on the Appalachian Trail? You Bet! 
Presenter: Roger Poulin 
ED217; ALL (0.2 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Hiking the Appalachian Trail is quite a feat—2,160 miles, through 14 states, over terrain that 
was both rugged and smooth, dense, and open, from Georgia to Maine, all while avoiding bears, snakes, and ticks along 
the way. For any hearing-sighted person, this adventure is daunting and many wouldn’t even begin to venture the 
course, not to mention taking this on as a DeafBlind person. Roger Poulin, an avid outdoorsman, researched and 
prepared for this trek which took more than a year to fully complete. This evening presentation will be educational, 
learning how Roger navigated the trails and prepared for the excursion and what challenges and successes he met along 
the way. 

 
Educational Objectives: 

 Participants will dramatize the requirement of the hiking adventure, able to identify a minimum of three skills 
needed for hiking 2160 miles 

 Participants will compare what a hiking excursion would be like for a hearing-sighted person vs a DeafBlind 
person 

 Participants will differentiate what tasks and skills a sighted guide (Support Service Provider) brings to the 
experience 

  
Presenter Bio:  
Roger Poulin, a native of Maine, has recently relocated to Seattle, WA. Roger works for The Lighthouse for the 
Blind and has two siblings who are also DeafBlind. Roger completed hiking the Appalachian Trail in June of 2014. 
 

Saturday Morning, July 26th, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
Play With the Hands 
Presenter: Heath Goodall 
ED217; ASL (0.3 PS CEUs) 
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Workshop Description: Don’t you remember playing with Barbie, Hot Wheels, and much more when you were 
little? This workshop is not about how to play with the toys! This is actually about Classifiers, and how learn how to 
use them. Classifiers are used to represent nouns and verbs. And lastly, yes, you will play with your hands—not the 
toys. 
 
Educational Objectives: 

 Participants will Identify several levels of classifiers from a video, pictures and my presentation in person.      

 Participants will demonstrate the use of each classifiers in a sentence.                                                   

 Participants will tell a story using each classifiers based on rules that apply to them.                         

 Participants will improve their skills in describing, objects, or related topics. 
 
Presenter Bio:  
Bio posted under Friday morning workshop. 
 
A Serene Approach to Fingerspelling Comprehension  
Presenter: Xenia Woods 
ED204; ASL (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Interpreters typically have a healthy anxiety about voice interpreting. We don’t want to 
make the deaf person sound bad by misinterpreting what he or she says. However, this concern can sometimes 
develop into an unhealthy anxiety that prevents us from doing our best when voicing. Combine this with our 
tendency to freeze up when a deaf person spells a word, and an interpreter can lose all confidence in his or her 
voicing ability. This workshop allows participants to approach fingerspelling comprehension from a serene place. 
We will discuss the psychology behind our hesitation to trust ourselves, and develop a sound approach to being 
confident when it comes to fingerspelling comprehension. Methods of improving fingerspelling comprehension will 
be visited and applied.  
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Describe their emotional response to missing fingerspelling and list ways to stay calm 

 List three methods for improving fingerspelling comprehension in the moment 

 List three methods for improving fingerspelling comprehension by practice 

 Describe how to “triage” for missed fingerspelling 

 Demonstrate improved confidence in their ability to comprehend fingerspelling   
 

Presenter Bio:  
Bio posted under Friday afternoon workshop. 
 
 
 

Saturday morning, July 26th, 9:00am – 10:20pm 
(The following was also offered Friday morning) 

Fostering Trust: Making the Deaf Consumer Part of the Interpreting 
Presenters: Ali Artis & Cari Carter 
ED244 
This workshop is being repeated. Please see Friday morning for all details on description room, and presenter bios. 
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Muggles, Wizards, Witches, and Half-Bloods: How We Take Up Space and Define Our Role on and off the 
Quiddich Field  
Presenter: Amy Williamson 
ED116 
 
 
This workshop is being repeated. Please see Friday morning for all details on description room, and presenter bios. 
 
Exploring Generational Differences and Ethical Decision Making on “A Beautiful Day” 
Presenters: Nicole Shambourger & Chris Grooms 
ED105 
 
This workshop is being repeated. Please see Friday morning for all details on description room, and presenter bios. 
 

Saturday Morning, July 26th, 10:40am – 12:00pm  
(The following were also offered Friday morning) 

Trustworthiness in the Age of Social Media 
Presenters: Erin Trimble & Erica West Oyedele 
ED105 
 
This workshop is being repeated. Please see Friday morning for all details on description room, and presenter bios. 
 
Taking Your Career to the Next Level 
Presenters: Grace Artl & Angela Wonder 
ED116 
 
This workshop is being repeated. Please see Friday morning for all details on description room, and presenter bios. 
 
Who’s on First: The Ins and Outs of Interpreting in Deaf and Hearing Teams 
Presenters: Sarah Hafer & Laurie Reinhardt 
ED244 
 
This workshop is being repeated. Please see Friday morning for all details on description room, and presenter bios. 
 

Saturday Afternoon, July 26th, 1:30pm – 4:30pm 
Leaf- The Art of the ‘5’ Handshape 
Presenter: Heath Goodall 
ED204; ASL (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Leaf is one of Heath’s poems and uses the “5” handshape and nothing else! The 
participants will analyze and discuss “Leaf.” This workshop is not only about Heath’s “Leaf.” This workshop is to 
explore the role of narrator and character in storytelling. The participants will have the chance to exercise role 
shifting between Narrator and Character. Features such as role shifting, eye gazing, and body features, will be 
presented and demonstrated. ASL literature often features creative uses of signs, handshapes, facial expressions, 
and classifiers. This workshop also discusses “playing in language” in ASL and analyzes different signs that 
frequently appear in ASL literature. There will be a lot of hands-on activities to explore ways to expand the 
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information in a story without adding new information. There will be group activities to work together on exercises 
related to role shifting. 
 
Educational Objectives:   

 Participants will be able to tell a poetry/short story using handshapes and emotions 

 Participants will be able to focus on signing space, movements, facial expressive, role-shift, and 

poetic/story use of ASL. 

 Participants will be able to identify several levels of facial expression from a video, pictures, and my 

presentation in person. 

Presenter Bio:  
Bio posted under Friday morning workshop. 
 
Breaking Into Legal Interpreting 
Presenter: Xenia Woods 
ED118; IPD (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Though more legal interpreters are desperately needed all around the U.S., there are 
limited opportunities for interpreters to learn about what it takes to become legally certified. This workshop is 
designed to introduce basic concepts of legal interpreting, outline a “roadmap” to becoming legally certified, and 
also to provide some practice interpreting common legal texts. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able describe the path to legal certification and determine their eligibility or how they will 
become eligible to take the SC:L exams 

 
Presenter Bio:  
Bio posted under Friday afternoon workshop. 
 
InnerSpace of Deaf-Heart 
Presenter: Jeremy & Annette Quiroga 
ED217; ASL/IPD (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description:  Have you ever taken time to really look at your impact on the ASL community? Many of us 
have good intentions. Do those intentions bring beneficial results to the community members or do those 
intentions result in consequences that do more harm than good? On our journey in the ASL community it is 
important to look inside ourselves to see if our impact results in an outcome befitting to its members. We will 
incorporate personal stories from other marginalized cultures, as well as, personal stories from members within 
the ASL community to show how privilege can affect this impact. By listening, watching and discussing these real 
life experiences you will gain insight into how decisions and behaviors affect outcomes within those communities. 
This understanding will lead you to make better choices so that your intent and impact achieve your desired result. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will gain a clear understanding of intent vs. impact  

 Participants will learn how to be a better ASL community member by becoming more aware of how your 

involvement effects the community 
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 Participants will develop a better awareness of how oppression impacts marginalized communities through real 

stories shared by those members 

Presenter Bios:  
Jeremy’s bio posted under Friday afternoon workshop. 
  
Annette Quiroga hails from Kentucky where her Deaf mother inspired her to pursue a career as an interpreter, and 
she has been an active member of the ASL community ever since. After graduating with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Interpreting from Western Oregon University, she moved to Rochester, NY to further her career. The rich 
interpreting experiences gained in upstate New York is what brought her back to the Pacific Northwest. It is from 
those experiences that Annette is able to both embrace the beauty of the Northwest and use the opportunity to 
give back to the ASL Community. 
 
What’d Your Face Just Say? Intentional Prosody in ASL/English Interpreting 
Presenter: Christina Healy 
ED244;  ASL/IPD (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Prosody includes the rhythm, intonation, and emphasis which accompany an utterance, 
which can significantly alter the meaning of a message.  Compare the exclamations: "Let’s eat, Grandma" versus 
"Let’s eat Grandma!"  The connotations portrayed by prosody can easily be overlooked because they are often 
understood intuitively.  This workshop shares linguistic findings on both ASL and English prosody, and includes 
hands-on activities to support participants in consciously attending to prosodic features while interpreting. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able to explain the difference between affective and grammatical prosodic marking 

 Participants will be able to list features and functions of ASL and English prosody 

 Participants will be able to explain examples of how prosody can significally impact the message of an 

utterance 

 Participates will be able to compare a source text and self-made target text with respect to the forms and 

functions of prosodic marking in each 

Presenter Bio:  
Christina Healy graduated from WOU’s interpreter program in 2004 and is now a doctoral candidate in Gallaudet 
University’s Department of Linguistics.  She spent a Fulbright year in Israel comparing ISL and ASL prosodic systems, 
and her research motivates her passion for intentional prosody in interpreting.  She currently teaches linguistics at 
Gallaudet and interpreting at the Community College of Baltimore County, and is honored to serve on the board of 
the Potomac Chapter of RID. 
 
British Sign Language: Posh or Rubbish? 
Presenter: Bradley Houck 
ED105; ASL (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: BSL is one of many sign languages throughout the world. Learning another foreign sign 
language augments the awareness of our own sign language and how it compares or differs with other languages, 
particularly in countries where English is the dominant language. Approximately 100-150 signs, along with 
fingerpselling and numbers, will be taught in this 3 hour course along with exercises in basic communication in a 
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challenging and fun manner. Historical and cultural developments of BSL will also be examined. Posh or rubbish? 
You decide!! 
 
Educational Objectives:   

 Participants will acquire a knowledge of approximately 100-150 BSL signs 

 Participants will identify similarities/differences between ASL and BSL 

 Participants will compare history of BSL with ASL’s development 

 Participants will identify and compare grammar structures between ASL and BSL 

 Participants will increase appreciation for ASL as an advanced and developed sign language 

 Participants will recognize the rich diversity and approaches of foreign sign languages 

Presenter Bio:  
Bradley Houck, LCSW is currently a Deaf licensed clinical social worker for the Deaf and hard of hearing with a 
private practice in Salem, Oregon. Prior to that, he was a substance abuse services coordinator in Charlotte, North 
Carolina for over five years. He received his Bachelors and Masters degrees in social work from Brigham Young 
University and the University of Utah, respectively. His wife, Colleen, is a licensed ASL interpreter and a bestselling 
novelist. 
 

Saturday evening, July 26th, 7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Deaf Panel: Present and Future – The Blossoming Needs of the Deaf Community 
Moderator: Chad A. Ludwig with panelists Tom Galey, Julie Reis, Brent Redpath, and Margi Morgan 
ED217; ALL (0.2 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description:  A discussion includes the immediate and future potential issues that the members within 
the Deaf community are currently facing. The panelist will represent from a diverse background that includes; 
community needs assessment, business owners, senior citizens, and a National Association of the Deaf (NAD) 
delegate on behalf of Oregon Associate of the Deaf (OAD) 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able to explain the difference between affective and grammatical prosodic marking 

 Participants will be able to list features and functions of ASL and English prosody 

 Participants will be able to explain examples of how prosody can significally impact the message of an 

utterance 

 Participates will be able to compare a source text and self-made target text with respect to the forms and 

functions of prosodic marking in each 

Moderator Bio:  
Chad A. Ludwig was elected as President of the Oregon Association of the Deaf in 2013. Chad’s goal is to engage in 
a community-based assessment that will identify and address the needs and concerns of the Deaf, DeafBlind and 
Hard of Hearing community in Oregon as it relates to their overall quality of life. Chad will moderate the panel 
discussion on trends within our community. 
 

Sunday Morning, July 27th, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
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Slangs, Idiom, and Depiction, OH MY! 
Presenter: Kara Gournaris 
ED217; ASL (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Slang, idioms, and depiction are important elements of American Sign Language. Non-
native signers often fail to use these tools because they feel there is a lack of training in how to use them correctly. 
This workshop will introduce participants to popular slang and idioms used in ASL. It will also teach participants the 
art of depiction and how to use it appropriately.  
 
This workshop will provide plenty of time for participants to practice their skills and increase their confidence in 
using each of these tools. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 The participants will be able to identify popular slang and idioms in ASL 

 The participants will be able to apply the rules of depiction they learn in conversations and their work. 

  The participants will be able to explain why using slang, idioms, and depiction is important in ASL. 
 
Presenter Bio:  
Kara Gournaris is a full time American Sign Language instructor and the ASL program coordinator at Western 
Oregon University. She graduated from Gallaudet University with a BA in Psychology and from Prescott College 
with a MA in Experimental Education. She has been involved with teaching ASL in some capacity for the past ten 
years. She is currently ASLTA certified. Kara enjoys cycling, drinking coffee, and sharing her love for animals. 
 
Reducing Our Dependence on Initialized Signs 
Presenter: Xenia Woods 
ED244; IPD/ASL (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: Interpreters, particularly educational interpreters, often feel that they have to rely on 
initialized signs, which may or may not be native to ASL. Interpreters express uncertainty about the correctness of 
initialized signs, and sometimes wish they had alternatives to relying on them. This workshop is designed to 
provide interpreters with alternatives to initialized signs, both at the lexical level and the conceptual level. 
Participants will become more comfortable with the lexical choices they make after having analyzed the purposes 
certain signs can and cannot serve. This comfort and awareness will lead to a more native-like and more accurate 
ASL product.  
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able to name three ways to expand their lexical options 

 Participants will be able to explain the purposes certain signs can and cannot serve 

 Participants will be able to identify their own strengths and weaknesses in sign vocabulary 

 Participants will be able to recall four reasons why interpreters depend on initialized signs 

 Participants will be able to list alternatives to ten initialized signs 
 
Presenter Bio:  
Presenter bio posted under Friday afternoon workshop.  
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Interpreting Christianese 
Presenter: Jenni Thomas 
ED105; IPD (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: This workshop is designed to help interpreters understand the importance of increasing 
one's vocabulary to enhance proper word-to-sign equivalence, and to conceptualize word meanings. Participants 
are encouraged to use creativity and a range of linguistic resources to come up with a faithful translation without 
the pressure of real-time processing. Learning synonyms in ASL increases one's sign vocabulary and also provides 
the interpreter with "tools" to become more effective during the actual interpreting process. This workshop does 
require hands on participation and is geared for those who interpret or want to interpret in a Christian setting. 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will learn new religious sign vocabulary. 

 Participants will work in groups to discuss ideas for interpreting frozen text, songs, and preaching; 

 Participants will apply and demonstrate by interpreting what has been learned in a mock church service. 
 
Presenter Bio: I am in private practice as a sign language interpreter and mentor, and currently living in the 
Portland metro area. I have been a member of the Deaf Community since 2003 and have been nationally certified 
since 2006. I am certified NIC Advanced and a member of both the national and local chapters of RID. I hold myself 
to a high standard of professionalism, stemming from a strong work ethic and a rich education in the ethical 
decision making process. My educational background is one of variety with a Masters in Disability Studies, 
Bachelors in Women & Gender Studies, and an Associates in American Sign Language & Deaf Culture. I moved to 
the West Coast from Washington DC less than one year ago. If you have any suggestions on places I must visit, 
please let me know! 
 
Beyond “It Depends”: Employing Structured Supervision Session to Evaluate Interpreting Work 
Presenter: Jenna Curtis 
ED118; IPD (0.3 PS CEUs) 
Workshop Description: As interpreters we all encounter situations where we think “What should I do?” or “Did I 
make the right decision?”. Supervision helps interpreters go beyond the “it depends” answer and get the 
information they need to make informed decisions about their work. Supervision Sessions are structured 
discussions that help interpreters thoroughly analyze a situation, brainstorm possible responses and see what 
impact those responses would have. All while receiving support and validation from colleagues. Supervision can 
increase work quality, teach critical thinking skills, and provide a “safe space“ for students, mentees and working 
interpreters. This workshop will teach participants the Supervision structure and then have them apply their 
knowledge by participating in a hands-on session 
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participates will be able to outline the structure of Supervision Sessions and Demand-Control Schema 

 Participants will demonstrate the ability to actively support and engage in the Supervision process 

 Participants will be able to employ the Demand-Control Schema in discussing and evaluating interpreting work 

during sessions 

Presenter Bio: Jenna Curtis is a freelance interpreter in the Portland area, working primarily in post-secondary, 
business, and community settings. She graduated from Western Oregon University’s (WOU) ASL/English 
Interpreting Program and received her RID:NIC in 2011. She coordinates WOU’s Professional Supervision for 
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Interpreting Practice Program, a one year post-graduate transition program for recent graduates. Jenna has years 
of experience working with the Demand Control Schema, leading Supervision Sessions and training supervision 
leaders. 
 
Facial Expressions and NonManual Signals  
Presenter: Justin Coleman  
ED204; ASL (0.3 PS CEUs)  
Workshop Description: This workshop focuses on facial expressions and ASL Non-Manual Signs (NMS). Participants 
will study and analyze the different facial expressions and NMS mouth movements between ASL and English. We 
will experiment, discuss, and identify how vocabulary applies to these facial expressions and NMS with one or two 
handshapes, movement, location, the level of expression, and the delivery of meaning.  
 
Educational Objectives:  

 Participants will be able to gain more understanding the meaning with Face Expression and NMS.  

 Participants will be able to experiment hand on with recognizes the meaning of Face Expression and NMS.  

Participants will be able to identify visual features sequence consisting of one or more meaning in Facial 

Expression and NMS.  

 Participants will be able to relates, to improve, and to expanse the meaning and definition between ASL and 

English in Facial Expression/NMS.  

Presenter Bio:  
Presenter bio posted under Friday afternoon workshop. 
 


