	Setting Initial Goals 


Goal Setting – Skill Areas

This document will aid you as you set your initial goals prior to mentorship.  

Sign to English Skills

Comprehension & Conveyance of:

Fingerspelling

Numbers

Vocabulary

Classifiers

Use of space 

Role shift

Non-manual markers

Register 

Affect and emotion

Temporal aspect

English Production:

Range of vocabulary

Grammatical accuracy

Speech production (clarity, rate, rhythm, fluency, volume) 

Sentence/clausal boundaries

Adds no unnecessary words/sounds to the message 

Error repair

English to Sign Skills

Fingerspelling (Production, accuracy, appropriate use)

Numbers (Production, accuracy, appropriate use, numbering systems)

Vocabulary (Sign production, conceptual accuracy, knowledge & range of vocabulary)
Classifiers (Production, accuracy, appropriate use)

Use of Space 

Grammar (Non-manuals for adverbs & adjectives, sentence types; sentence structure, pluralization, time signs & temporal aspect)

Prosody (Emphasis, affect, emotion, register, sentence/clausal boundaries)

Interpreting

Error repair

Flow of signing

Size of signs, signing space

Mouthing the speaker’s English

Indicates who is speaking

Sources:  “Interpretation Skills:  American Sign Language to English and English to American Sign Language” by Marty M. Taylor, Ph.D.; “Tasks for Improvement” by Sandra Gish; “EIPA Test Rating Form” by Brenda Schick & Kevin Williams
