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1. What learning outcome was assessed?  
 
 Learning Outcome 2: Effectively communicate about social issues in speech and in writing. 

  

 Learning Outcome 1: (Critically analyze social issues from two or more disciplinary perspectives.) 
will be evaluated in 2018. 

 Learning Outcome 3: (Demonstrate the ability to research the nature and consequences of social 
action in specific context) will be evaluated in 2019. 

 

   

 
 
2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 

or thesis project, class presentation) 
 
 
 Transcripts of 10% of Social Science majors who graduated in June 2017. 
 
 
 
 
3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 

reviewing the data?  
 
 Students took an average of 2.2 "W" or otherwise highly writing-required courses in the Social 

Science major. Their average grade was 3.4, between what at Western is called a "B+" and "A-". 
 
 Graduating students are fundamentally achieving what faculty feel are high level of writing skill. 
 
 This evaluation indicates that students in some areas, especially Sociology and Criminal Justice have 

more classes that are explicitly concerned with writing.  
 
 Faculty learned that while students achieve high levels of writing skills, these may or may not be in 

their area of concentration. Evaluating the oral communication skills is more difficult in this 
method so it may be necessary to re-evaluate the program design to make the measurement of 
speaking skills more concrete. 
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4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?   

             
 There will be a broader discussion among division faculty regarding possible alternate models 
for assessment and to consider possible change in the Social Science major.   
             
 The Social Science major will most likely be reformed once the guidelines for the new Gen 
Ed program are determined so that it can fit the larger goals of the campus as well as specific goals 
of Social Science faculty.          
             
 Steps will be taken to devise a sustainable system of assessment that properly matches the 
widely dispersed nature of the major. In this specific measure, the concern will be to designate 
which courses or elements of courses make for the most systematic and appropriate assessment 
data for future determinations.         
     


