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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 

One of the outcomes for the Psychology major is that students should be able to apply appropriate 
research methods to critically analyze human behavior. This outcome is achieved by having students 
complete a sequence of research methods courses that require them to design and execute their own 
research projects. These research projects require students to find and review previous research on 
their topic, integrate these previous findings to formulate testable hypotheses, and to produce a 
written scientific report. The ability to achieve this outcome requires students to successfully master 
several “sub-outcomes” including: information literacy; integrated learning; and writing. 
Consequently, the Psychological Sciences department assessed the extent to which students have 
adequately developed these “sub-outcomes” in our introductory courses. 
 
In both PSY 201 and PSY 202 we evaluated students using the following rubrics: information 
literacy; integrative learning; and written communication.  
 
For the Information Literacy rubric we evaluated students on the features of Access the Needed 
Information and Use Information Effectively to Accomplish a Specific Purpose. When successfully 
completing the assignment, students should be at the second level of these feature. The second level 
of these features are described by the following: 
 
Access the Needed Information 

“Accesses information using simple search strategies, retrieves information from 
limited and similar sources.” 
 

Use Information Effectively to Accomplish a Specific Purpose 
“Communicates and organizes information from sources. The information is not yet 
synthesized, so the intended purpose is not fully achieved.” 
 

For the Integrative Learning rubric we evaluated students on the features of Transfer and Integrated 
Communication. When successfully completing the assignment, students should be at the second 
level of these feature. The second level of these features are described by the following: 
 
Transfer  

“Uses skills, abilities, theories, or methodologies gained in one situation in a new 
situation to contribute to understanding of problems or issues.” 

 
Integrated Communication  

“Fulfills the assignment(s) by choosing a format, language, or graph (or other visual 
representation) that connects in a basic way what is being communicated (content) 
with how it is said (form).” 

  



College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 

(Rev. 2/2014) 

For the Written Communication rubric we evaluated students on the features of Genre and 
Disciplinary Conventions and Sources of Evidence. When successfully completing the assignment, 
students should be at the second level of these feature. The second level of these features are 
described by the following: 
 
Genre and Disciplinary Conventions  

“Follows expectations appropriate to a specific discipline and/or writing task(s) for 
basic organization, content, and presentation.” 

 
Sources of Evidence  

“Demonstrates an attempt to use credible and/or relevant sources to support ideas that 
are appropriate for the discipline and genre of the writing.” 

 
2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 

or thesis project, class presentation) 
 

Data were obtained through embedded assessment in general psychology courses (i.e., PSY 201 and 
PSY 202) 

 
3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 

reviewing the data?  
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For the Information Literacy: Access the Needed Information, 93% of students that submitted the 
embedded assignment were judged able to access information using simple search strategies and 
retrieve information from limited and similar sources. 
 
For the Information Literacy: Use Information Effectively to Accomplish a Specific Purpose, 
88% of students that submitted the embedded assignment were judged able to communicate and 
organize information from sources. 
 
For the Integrative Learning: Transfer, 90% of students that submitted the embedded assignment 
were judged able to uses skills, abilities, theories, or methodologies gained in one situation in a new 
situation to contribute to understanding of problems or issues. 
 
For the Integrative Learning: Integrated Communication, 92% of students that submitted the 
embedded assignment were judged to have fulfilled the assignment(s) by choosing a format, 
language, or graph (or other visual representation) that connects in a basic way what is being 
communicated (content) with how it is said (form). 
 
For the Written Communication: Genre and Disciplinary Conventions, 89% of students that 
submitted the embedded assignment were judged to have followed expectations appropriate to a 
specific discipline and/or writing task(s) for basic organization, content, and presentation. 
 
For the Written Communication: Sources of Evidence, 87% of students that submitted the 
embedded assignment were judged to have demonstrated an attempt to use credible and/or relevant 
sources to support ideas that are appropriate for the discipline and genre of the writing. 
 

4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  
 

Based on the results of the assessment, the Psychological Sciences program will not be making any 
modifications to the PSY 201 or PSY 202 curriculum in regards to information literacy, integrative 
learning, or written communication. The most surprising result of the assessment was that nearly 10% 
of students did not complete the assignment. Based on the collaborative assessment process, 
however, faculty members discussed methods they could use to increase the likelihood of students 
completing and turning in the assignment. 


