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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 

Learning Outcome #1: “Possess critical-thinking and problem solving skills needed to analyze 
and evaluate ideas, as they arise within philosophy and also in all areas of intellectual 
inquiry.” 

 
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 
or thesis project, class presentation) 

 
This was an embedded assessment using a sampling of Senior Theses produced for the 
PHL405W: Senior Tutorial taught in SP17.   PHL405W is the capstone class for the 
philosophy major and philosophy minor.  Students complete a series of research and peer-
review assignments, conduct an oral presentation and defense of a thesis, and then ultimately 
produce a thesis paper.  There were six students who completed PHL405W in SP17; all six 
portfolios were sampled for this assessment task.   

 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 
reviewing the data?  

 
A small number (i.e. 17%) of students are meeting the learning outcome with a high degree of 
proficiency.  A larger number (i.e. 67%) are meeting the learning outcome to somewhat lesser 
degree of proficiency.  A small number of students (i.e. 17%) are meeting the learning 
outcome only marginally, or not at all.  In my experience, this pattern has been somewhat 
typical. 

 
 

4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  
 

I do not recommend changes to the individual assignments in PHL405W as a result of this 
assessment.  The methodology of the assessment is insufficient for isolating the causes of 
student performance, on either an individual or collective basis.  However, I do recommend 
that the Department of Philosophy & Religious Studies engage in a more judicious process of 
selecting examples of student work for use in the Academic Excellence Showcase.  While all 
student work was “excellent,” in a somewhat loose sense, the assessment has clearly shown 
that 17% of student work is not excellent, when measured by the standard of our first learning 
outcome. 


