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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
Mission: 
Promote a community of scholars dedicated to excellence in teaching, research, professional  
and community service. This community connects students with the past through a global and 
comparative perspective and provides them with the tools for critical thinking and analysis that are the 
foundation of the liberal arts education. 
Learning outcomes: 
1. Critically analyze, synthesize, and evaluate primary and secondary historical sources. 
2. Engage multiple historical methodologies and multiple sources to produce well-researched written 
work. 
3. explain historical developments across multiple cultures and regions 

 
 Given the linkages between all three learning outcomes within our Senior Thesis process, this report 

assesses the three learning outcomes.  
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 
or thesis project, class presentation)  
The data for our assessment comes from each aspect of our department’s 2016-2017 senior thesis 
process.  Specific components of this process in 2016-2017 include: 

- Individual planning and construction of student contract with assigned Primary and Secondary 
advisors, as discussed and reviewed in regular meetings of departmental faculty during Fall 
2016 and early winter 2017 terms and in individual advisement meetings with students 
planning to enroll in HST 420 in Winter 2017;  

- Winter 2017 HST 420 Philosophies of History student experiences and instructor evaluations 
of student results, in consultation with contracted primary and secondary readers, and as 
discussed at regular meetings of departmental faculty during Winter 2017 term;  

- Spring 2017 HST 499 Senior Thesis student experiences and evaluations of student results by 
primary reader, secondary reader, and course instructor, and as discussed at regular meetings 
of departmental faculty during Spring 2017.  

- Faculty discussed and assessed the results of student presentations at Academic Excellence 
and at the concluding departmental conference presentations, and at the end of Spring 2017 
term and did so again at the beginning of Fall 2017.   

- The final Spring and first Fall department meetings also include discussion of evaluation of 
final papers and overall 2016-2017 Senior Thesis Process and considered the success of the 
process in demonstrating the strengths and weaknesses of each student, and in terms of the 
degree to which it reflected the success of program offerings and requirements.  Assessment 
of the Senior Seminar process in the previous year also continues to take place in the context 
of department meetings each fall term in preparation for the initiation of the coming year’s 
thesis process. 

To Summarize, assessment of the History Senior thesis process is ongoing throughout the academic 
year and takes place at every stage of the process. 
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3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 

reviewing the data?  
a. Learning outcome 1: Every student who completed HST 499 Senior Thesis during the 2016-

2017 academic year (twelve students) successfully met the requirements and expectations of 
the faculty, demonstrating an ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate primary and 
secondary historical sources, and each student did so at a higher level than that student had 
managed to demonstrate in previous undergraduate work. This indicates that the cumulative 
effect of the diverse range of program requirements built to a point where students were 
meeting the minimal expectations of the thesis process. Four students did not complete the 
process this year and switched from a History Major to a Social Science Major with a History 
Concentration. 

b. Learning outcome 2: The research and writing of the completed senior thesis projects 
demonstrated that each student who completed HST 499 this year had developed a significant 
grasp of historical methodologies and sources required to accomplish well-researched written 
work.  This year’s process demonstrated the importance of having a strong foundation paper 
(completed in an upper-division history course before the start of the academic year).  The 
students who struggled the most this academic year began the process with weaker foundation 
papers; the students whose final work was much stronger began the process with stronger 
foundation papers. 

c. Learning outcome 3: In both oral and written presentations of the completed projects, and 
during in-class peer assessment and collaborative learning components, each student 
demonstrated strong interest in, support for, and facility in working with and explaining 
historical developments across multiple cultures and regions. 

 
4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  

 
History department faculty remain committed to offering a wide range of specialty courses at the 
upper-division level that engage students in critical thinking about historical developments across 
multiple cultures and regions. Our assessment highlights the importance of developing strong 
foundation papers in upper-division courses prior to the start of the senior thesis process.  During the 
contract stage of the 2016-2017 process in Fall, 2016 and in conjunction with HST 420 in Winter, 
history faculty place a greater emphasis on ensuring the strength of a foundation paper and the 
identification of accessible primary sources to develop the thesis. For the four students who changed 
majors, weak foundation papers were a primary factor. 
 
Our assessment of the senior thesis process also highlights the importance of sustained contact 
between students and faculty, both in the year of the senior thesis process and the years leading up to 
the senior thesis. As the senior thesis build upon a foundation paper written in a student’s previous 
coursework, this process highlights the necessity of long-term relationships between faculty and 
students that can only be achieved with tenure-track faculty. 

 
During its assessment of the previous year’s process in fall 2014, the history faculty decided to push 
back the due date for students to identify foundation papers from the fall term to the winter term.  
This adjustment to the timeline had worked well during the 2014-2015 process but did not work as 
well during the 2015-2016 process. As a result, faculty began the process of identifying foundation 
papers and expanding primary source research in the 2016 – 2017 academic year. 
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Also, during its assessment in fall 2014, the history faculty had recognized the importance of 
introducing a new methods/foundation course that would facilitate the transition of students from 
survey level history courses to upper-division courses.  The new course was also designed to 
facilitate the transition of transfer students to the Senior thesis process.  The new course, HST 301 
Introduction to Historical Research has been offered twice, in fall 2015 and 2016. Only a few History 
seniors were able to take that course in fall 2015 given that their degree plans were already in place 
before HST 301 was created. More students who graduated in 2017 had completed HST 301, and had 
a stronger foundation for their upper-division work. As additional sophomores and juniors who 
complete that course begin the Senior Thesis process in the next few years, we anticipate being able 
to see stronger foundation papers as a result of that additional preparation. 
 
As a result of the on-going assessment process for the Senior thesis, history faculty voted in the 2016 
– 2017 academic year to revise the senior project in order to allow students to conduct an internship 
or practicum with a written component in addition to the thesis option. History faculty recognize that 
a history major prepares students for a variety of different careers, and an expansion of the senior 
project allows for students to practice their history skills in a variety of different manners – through 
an extended research project or an internship. History faculty have developed a partnership with the 
Oregon State Archives for students interested in an internship for their senior project in 2016 – 17. As 
part of this process, students have the opportunity to take an archives course (HST 406: Archival 
Science) taught by a WOU History graduate who works as an archivist at the Oregon State Archives. 
For students who have elected to complete a thesis for their capstone, history faculty will continue to 
place an additional emphasis on the identification and selection of a foundation paper with a certain 
level of critical analysis for the thesis process. This will be done in conjunction with the preparation 
of thesis contracts in the fall term. 

 
The department is especially concerned with advancing and promoting the courses that serve the 
interdisciplinary minors, including gender studies, environmental studies, Chicano studies, Latin 
American studies, and other offerings that bring history students into close engagement with students 
from other disciplines, and that enrich and encourage the development of advanced theoretical 
approaches and methodologies. Some of the strongest papers to come out of the 2016-2017 thesis 
process had especially strong interdisciplinary orientations. 
 
For the past several years the History Department has emphasized the importance of faculty research 
in its assessment report and that concern remains. History Faculty continue to be concerned with the 
need to pursue their own productive research and writing agendas so that they will continue to serve 
as credible and inspiring mentors for emerging undergraduate scholars who engage the senior thesis 
process. Faculty research, in this discipline, informs and renews undergraduate offerings and 
encourages students who major in history to more deeply engage the foundations of this academic 
discipline. 
 
 


