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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 
The assessment focused on “Explain important elements of geographic thought and practice” and “Analyze 
human-environment relations.” Following the terms of our current assessment plan, these are the outcomes 
reflected in Capstone Proposals submitted in Spring 2017. 
 

 
2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 

or thesis project, class presentation) 
 
From Capstone Proposals submitted by student majors in Spring 2017.  Four students submitted proposals. 
 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 
reviewing the data?  

 
Our students continue to demonstrate primary interests in the practical and environmental dimensions of the 
field. 
While all students submitted proposals for projects that can effectively be used for assessment of program 
learning outcomes, proposals are fundamentally narrow in scope, focused more on practical activities and 
knowledge than academic questions. 
 
 

4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  
 
To better reflect the interests and aptitudes of our students, particularly those opting for applied 
capstones, such as internships, we have revised the guidelines for proposals to allow students to focus on 
their own studies and the immediate goals of their proposals, rather than asking students proposing 
applied projects to identify research questions similar to a thesis. Students whose proposals point to 
larger and more academic questions will still be encouraged to develop those interests. Our guidelines for 
research theses and original creative works remain unchanged. 
 
This assessment also affirms the potential and need for the department’s proposal for a new 
Sustainability major. That program is more tailored to the particular applied interests of our current 
student base. 


