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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 

Upon completion of the program, the student will be able to: 
 

1. Investigate social issues and structures of social inequality through critical research and analysis. 
2. Explain and analyze the complex interactions among individuals, institutions and society. 
3. Effectively communicate and discuss social theories and research findings as they relate to social 

problems. 
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, 
capstone or thesis project, class presentation) 

 
Senior research projects (capstone thesis) and student presentations during Academic Excellence 
Showcase. 

 
3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 

reviewing the data?  
 

Five students completed the senior research project and presented their findings during Academic 
Excellence Showcase. Of these, two students have received final grades (A and A-), and three students 
were given temporary Incompletes while working on revisions.  One student is recovering from a 
medical emergency, another has very minor editorial changes that have not yet been submitted, and a 
third student is working on major changes and additions to his project paper.  
 
The three tenured sociology faculty met several times to discuss and evaluate both the written thesis 
projects and the oral defense (presentations) of the projects.  Consistent with the evaluations we have 
conducted over the past few years, we determined that the students demonstrated proficiency in all three 
learning outcomes.  We also continue to believe that our success is due primarily to the intensive level of 
individual guidance students receive over the course of an entire academic year.  Particular excellence 
was demonstrated in the public presentations as all five students demonstrated excellence in their ability 
to defend their research and respond in a professionally competent manner to questions from the 
audience.   
 
One area of growing concern is the high percentage of students who receive a grade of Incomplete. As a 
remedy, we will be establishing several additional deadlines that must be reached in advance of the final 
paper deadline. The new deadlines will be associated with a specific project goals and will be formally 
evaluated. It is our hope that these early deadline/assessment reports will help deter student 
procrastination and improve the quality of faculty assistance.   
 
4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  

 
We do not plan on making any curriculum changes this year.  Following our assessment in 2015 we 
created a Moodle page that now serves as a clearinghouse for sociology majors, especially sociology 
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seniors.  This change has made it easier for students to access resources for completing senior projects 
and it will be key to enforcing our new project deadlines.  
 


