
Reading Endorsement Report (sections f, g, and h for key assessment #4)  
Key Assessment #4: Action Research Evaluation (Pedagogical and Professional Knowledge) 
 
F4. Description of Assessment #4 
 
Every candidate seeking a reading endorsement creates and carries out an action research project 
within the context where they are completing their practicum.  The action research project is 
designed to provide candidates with an opportunity to synthesize their professional and 
pedagogical knowledge by identifying a problem/question related to literacy learning and 
teaching, making a plan to investigate the problem/question, collect various kinds of data to 
examine the question, analyze data using a variety of analytical tools, such as constant 
comparative or discourse analysis, present their findings in a formal written paper and a 
presentation through a poster session, and identify thoughtful new directions, such as a plan of 
action that might include changes in teaching and assessing, or providing professional 
development for colleagues, etc., as a result of the findings, as well as identifying important 
implications for literacy teaching and learning.   
 
The action research project follows a standard format for research (introduction, review of 
professional literature, methodology, findings, and implications) and candidates are assessed on 
each of these five areas.  In the introduction candidates are assessed on whether they make clear 
statement of the research focus and question(s) with goals for improving literacy teaching and a 
focus on P-12 student literacy learning.   In the review of related of literature candidates are 
assessed on how effectively the candidate provides evidence of a deep knowledge base related to 
the specific literacy -research question(s) including the representation of various and extensive 
points of view from current and historical sources.  In the research design and methodology 
section candidates are assessed on the appropriateness of the procedures for the research question 
and the effectiveness of the data collection instruments and methods as far as validity and 
reliability.  In the “Findings, Conclusions, Recommendations, Plan of Action” part of the rubric 
candidates are assessed on how effectively they analyzed the topic from several different 
perspectives and assessed it critically.  Additionally, candidates are assessed on whether the 
results are clearly resented, validity and reliability of the data are described, descriptive statistics 
are appropriate and clearly presented (if relevant to the research design, and tables and figures 
are clear and well organized to support the findings.  Conclusions related to the original research 
question(s) are assessed on how well they are supported, defensible, and justifiable, and whether 
recommendations for future action and educational implications are indicated, warranted by the 
findings, and describe how the teacher-researcher will use what was learned to develop literacy 
teaching knowledge, skills, and dispositions AND how the learning of P-12 students may 
improve as a result of the study.   
 
G4. Data from Assessment #4 
 
Reading endorsement program 

  Pedagogical and professional knowledge 
  

  
12 - '13 

Graduates 
’11-’12 

Graduates 



Action Research Assessment  Rubric     
Mean score on a 4-pt Scale     

N (n=10) (n=4) 
Introduction 3.3 3.5 
Review of Related Literature 3.2 3.75 
Research Design and Methodology 3.4 3.75 
Findings, Conclusions, Recommendations, Plan of Action 3.2 3.75 
Expression of Ideas, Writing Style, Format, Critical 
Thinking 3.4 3.5 
 
H4. Discussion of Assessment #4 
 
The table reflects average scores earned by candidates on each section of the action 
research assessment rubric. This rubric scores candidates on a 4 point scale with a 
score of 0-1 being “Insufficient, 2 showing the candidate is “Developing,” 3 reflecting 
“Proficient” and 4 demonstrating “Exemplary” performance.  Data indicates that overall 
candidates are successful with the project.  However, there is room for improving 
students’ ability to connect theory to practice, and apply their research finding to 
broader implications of practice and advocacy. The full rubric is found in the instruments 
table. 
 
Continuous Improvement 
In order to address the connection of theory to practice ED 672 created a new 
assignment called the “Critical Lens Project” that explicitly requires student to connect 
theory to practice.  In this assignment students are required to read several sources 
written by a key theorist, other sources written about the theories presented, and then 
critique and create a plan of action for how the theories might play out in practice. 
Additionally, until two years ago the program did not have a rubric to assess the action 
research capstone project.  Therefore the rubric was created to begin gathering data on 
the project.  Questions we have about candidates include whether engaging in the 
research process impacts practice and student learning in enduring ways?  We also 
wonder if candidates are more confident in taking on leadership roles within their 
contexts after completing the program which includes the action research project. 
 


