
InfoTech Program Report (sections f, g, and h for key assessment #2)  
Key Assessment #2: Ed 626 Instructional Guide (Impact on Student Learning) 
 
F2. Description of Assessment #2 
 

Within the field of educational technology, an important skill to develop is conducting 
usability studies to ensure educational materials work properly and have a positive Impact 
on Student Learning. Beginning in 2013-2014, in the required Ed 626 Instructional Design 
class, all graduate students must design an Instructional Guide that walks their users 
through an educational activity (for K12 teachers, ‘users’ would be their classroom 
students). The Instructional Guide must be designed with detailed instructions that allow 
users to complete the assignment without assistance, and must be designed graphically for 
easy readability and usability. Students must then find a user (ideally from the same 
demographic the guide is designed for) to test out the Instructional Guide. Students observe 
as the user completes the activity and notes all issues related to usability of the guide. The 
students then identify three improvements they can make to their Instructional Guides and 
justify their changes with user comments, behaviors, and/or feedback. Students must score 
at least a 3 (of 5) on every element on the scoring guides (linked below). 
 
Continuous Improvement: Beginning in fall 2014, all licensed K12 teachers in the MSEd 
Information Technology program will complete a practicum in a classroom setting. Within 
this practicum, they will conduct a usability study on a technology-rich instructional activity 
that will include pre- and post-tests and student observation followed by revision of their 
instructional activity. Data about Impact on Student Learning will be collected in the 
practicum field book. 

 
G2. Data from Assessment #2 
 

 ’13-’14 students (n=35) 

Data Sources Educators Non-educators 

N 22 13 
ED 626 IG Rubric     

      
Instructional  
Guide 

95.91 98.36 

Instructional  
Guide Revision 

95.85 98.23 

 
H2. Discussion of Assessment #2 
 
Data from this assessment has only been collected since spring 2013. Because the course is 
offered only once each year, we do not have data to show patterns over time. However, scores 
on this assignment are high, indicating that students are succeeding. Interestingly, on this 
assessment non-educators scored slightly higher than educators. We will watch this over time 



to see if it is a trend. Educators come to us with skills in conducting pre- and post-tests and 
measuring student learning. Usability studies take a different approach and it may be that non-
teachers more easily adapt to this way of exploring impact on student learning, however, it is 
premature at this point to be assuming there is a meaningful difference. 
 
Continuous Improvement: Additional data from the required practicum that licensed educators 
will take beginning in fall 2014 will help us better assess Impact on Student Learning. Results 
from usability studies students conduct in the classroom will help us fine-tune the Instructional 
Guide activity in the Ed 626 class to ensure that students are prepared to conduct actual studies 
during their practicum experience. 
 


