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 Departmental Assessment Plan:  Student Learning Outcomes 
(Please submit, electronically, to division office.) 

 
Program Information 

Academic Program (Major) Geography 

Degree BA/BS 

Department Geography 

Division Social Science 

Academic Year  2016-2017* 

Departmental Contact Person  

Name Shaun Huston 
  

Title Professor of Geography 

Department Geography 

E-Mail Address hustons@wou.edu  

Extension 8-8296 

Program Mission Statement and Learning Outcomes 

 
Mission: 
The Geography Department believes that geographic literacy is essential for the life-long development and 
professional service of all of the university’s students, not merely those who are majoring or minoring in the 
discipline. We aim to provide a learning environment in which students will have structured opportunities to 
develop expertise in geography and also to achieve the institutional Undergraduate Learning Outcomes. 
 
Learning outcomes: 

1. Explain important elements of geographic thought and practice. 
2. Interpret the interrelationships between people, space and place. 
3. Analyze human-environment relations. 
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Program Learning Outcome Assessment** 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
Explain important elements of geographic thought and 
practice. 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
 
Interpret the interrelationships between people, space and 
place. 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
Analyze human-environment relations. 
 
 
 

 

Target 

Given the small size of graduating classes in geography – for the current year 
(2016-2017) we have eight senior students, and a ten year average of  4.1 per 
year – our assessment data will be: 

• Qualitative and based on individualized feedback. 
• And not quantified or based on generalized benchmarks. 

Data Source 
Data will be gathered from: 

• Capstone Proposals. 
• Capstones. 

Means of Assessment 

• Basic requirements and options for the Capstone in Geography are 
documented here: http://www.wou.edu/geography/capstone/  

• Capstone Proposals are typically drafted by students in the year before 
they intend to graduate and are produced in GEOG 495W. 

• Capstones are typically completed in the year a student intends to 
graduate and students earn credit through GEOG 499. 

• Our intent is to treat our upper division students as cohorts for 
assessment. 
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Means of Scoring 

• Assessments will be completed using a common rubric appropriate to 
each data source. 

• Assessments will take the form of qualitative comments appropriate to 
individual proposals and projects. 

• Number of readers will vary, depending on the nature of student 
proposals and projects. Readers may include faculty from outside of the 
department. 

• Drafts of the rubrics are also attached. 
 

Evidence Storage 

• An assessment report is submitted to the Division Office, with a copy to 
the Dean’s office, in Fall. 

• Copies of assessment plans and reports are saved to the department’s 
shared drive on the university’s servers, as well as on the personal drives 
of the responsible faculty. 

• Copies of student Capstones are also saved to the shared drive. Select 
projects are made available via the department’s webpages: 
http://www.wou.edu/geography/student-work/  

• Starting in 2016-2017, we will also collect and store Capstone 
Proposals submitted in GEOG 495W on the department’s shared drive. 

 
Notes 
 
*2016-2017 is the first year of this assessment plan. In that first year we will only collect data from Capstone 
Proposals in order to establish our first cohort. Starting in 2017-2018 we will collect data from both Capstone 
Proposals and Capstones. 
 
**Outcome assessment year-to-year will be dependent on the specific degree plans and proposals/projects of 
individual students. Given our small number of students and the flexibility and intellectual diversity allowed both by 
geography as a field of study and the design of the Capstone, it is impossible for us to effectively plan out which 
outcomes to assess in which years. As you can see from the provided rubrics, for each Proposal we will specify 
appropriate outcomes for assessment of the Capstone. 
 
 
Addendum 
 
This plan is designed to fulfill administrative requests for assessments of student learning based on work from 
enrolled majors.  
 
As emphasized in our departmental mission statement, geography is primarily a service program at WOU, meaning 
that we largely provide education and training in geography for students who will graduate with majors offered in 
other programs. Our previous plans reflected this mission by focusing on the broader population of students we 
teach. The view of the geography faculty is that those previous plans constituted a more accurate reflection of the 
contributions our program makes to student learning at WOU than does the present plan. 
 
Our service role takes a variety of forms: 

• We offer courses across all of the general education designations at WOU: LACC, D, Q and W. 
• Our courses are embedded into the curricula of programs across campus, including in Teacher Education, 

GIS, and International Studies, as well as interdisciplinary minors such as Environmental Studies and Film 
Studies. 
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• We maintain our regional courses primarily to serve students in the College of Education, although these 
courses are also included in programs like International Studies and Latin@/Chican@ Studies. The 
interdisciplinary nature of our regional courses also make them desirable for Social Science majors and as 
free electives for students from a variety of programs on campus. 

• Our courses are specifically approved for credit towards the Social Science major and minor and the Social 
Science Teacher Education major, in addition to the Geography major. 

 
At all levels of our curriculum, majors constitute a small minority of the students we teach. We can and do regularly 
assess learning by our majors through discussions of each of those students individually during department meetings 
and in less formal conversations about their progress. Our prior, and more broadly drawn, plans provided us with 
data and insight into our program that we may not have gained without a specific plan and prompt for analysis and 
discussion. The current plan does not offer this value for us as faculty. 
 


