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 Departmental Assessment Plan:  Student Learning Outcomes 
(Please submit, electronically, to division office.) 

 
Program Information 

Academic Program (Major) English 

Degree B.A. in English: Concentrations in linguistics, literature, and writing 

Department English 

Division Humanities 

Academic Year  2016-2017 

Departmental Contact Person  

Name This should be person coordinating the program’s assessment effort 
 Thomas Rand 

Title Professor of English and Chair 

Department English 

E-Mail Address randt@mail.wou.edu 

Extension 88258 

Program Mission Statement and Learning Outcomes 

 
Insert the program mission statement as published in the most recent academic catalog. 
 
Provides personalized learning opportunities leading to advanced studies, or a variety of careers including teaching, 
writing, editing, linguistics and literature.  The various programs help students develop a broad knowledge of 
literature, language and writing to foster analytical and critical skills.  Students encounter new ideas; appreciate 
aesthetic and practical language; become impassioned readers, writers, and thinkers; and gain perspectives in 
assimilating and evaluating their new experiences. 
 
Common Core Learning Outcomes: 
 
1.  Develop a capacity for close attention to language structure and language use. 
2.  Develop familiarity with major authors, literary movements and genres, and their place in the development of American, 
British, and other literatures. 
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3.  Build the skills required to write persuasive, coherent explications of literary texts, to appropriately support arguments with 
both primary and secondary source material and to properly employ the conventions of documentation as a foundation for writing 
effective critical essays in upper-division courses. 
4.  Develop familiarity with the core issues in writing studies. 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
Linguistics: 
1.  Analyze Issues in language usage, language variation, language 
acquisition and history of the English language.  (Inquiry and 
Analysis) 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. 
 To be determined. 
 
 

Data Source 

Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size.  
Senior portfolios are collected during each academic year and are reviewed by a 
sub-committee at the beginning of fall term of the next academic year. 
 

Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). 
Review of senior portfolios containing representative work samples and a 
reflective essay. 
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Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? 
 Each year a review committee is formed with representation from all three 
concentrations in the major.  This year the subcommittee scored the portfolios as either 
“strong,” “adequate,” or “weak.” 
 

 

Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. 
 Portfolios are placed on file and kept indefinitely. 
 

 
 
 

Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
2.  Explain and analyze structure and function in the English 
language system at multiple linguistic levels.   
 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. 
  
To be determined. 
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Data Source 

Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size.  
Senior portfolios are collected during each academic year and are reviewed by a 
sub-committee at the beginning of fall term of the next academic year. 
 

Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). 
Review of senior portfolios containing representative work samples and a 
reflective essay. 
 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? 
 Each year a review committee is formed with representation from all three 
concentrations in the major.  This year the subcommittee scored the portfolios as either 
“strong,” “adequate,” or “weak.” 
 

 

Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. 
 Portfolios are placed on file and kept indefinitely. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
3.  Analyze the relationship between individuals and the multiple 
discourse communities they belong to. 
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Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. 
  
 To be determined. 

Data Source 

Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size.  
Senior portfolios are collected during each academic year and are reviewed by a 
sub-committee at the beginning of fall term of the next academic year. 
 

Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). 
Review of senior portfolios containing representative work samples and a 
reflective essay. 
 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? 
 Each year a review committee is formed with representation from all three 
concentrations in the major.  This year the subcommittee scored the portfolios as either 
“strong,” “adequate,” or “weak.” 
 

 

Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. 
  
Portfolios are placed on file and kept indefinitely. 
 

 


