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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 

One of the outcomes for the Psychology major is that students should be able to explain and/or apply 
principles, skills, values, or ethics of psychology.  

 
For PSY 201 we selected the Ethical Reasoning rubric and focused on the feature of ethical issue 
recognition. When successfully completing the course, students should be at the second level of this 
feature. The second level is described by the following: 
 
"Student can recognize basic and obvious ethical issues and grasp (incompletely) the complexities or 
interrelationships among the issues." 

 
For PSY 202 we selected Ethical Reasoning rubric and focused on the feature of Application of 
Ethical Perspectives/Concepts. When successfully completing the course, students should be at the 
third level of this feature. The third level is described by the following: 
 
"Student can independently (to a new example) apply ethical perspectives/ concepts to an ethical 
question, accurately, but does not consider the specific implications of the application." 

 
2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 

or thesis project, class presentation) 
 

Data were obtained through embedded assessment in general psychology courses (i.e., PSY 201 and 
PSY 202) 

 
3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 

reviewing the data?  
 

For PSY 201, 89% of students that submitted the embedded assignment were judged able to 
recognize basic and obvious ethical issues and grasp (incompletely) the complexities or 
interrelationships among the issues. 

 
For PSY 202, 97% of students that submitted the embedded assignment were judged able to 
independently (to a new example) apply ethical perspectives/ concepts to an ethical question, 
accurately, but not consider the specific implications of the application. 
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4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  
 

Based on the results of the assessment, the Psychological Sciences program will not be making any 
modifications to the PSY 201 or PSY 202 curriculum in regards to ethical reasoning. Based on the 
collaborative assessment process, however, several individual faculty members made changes and/or 
enhancements to their assignments that address ethical reasoning. 


