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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 
Explain important elements of geographic thought and practice. 
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 
or thesis project, class presentation) 

 
Embedded assessments in GEOG 240 (Fall 2015) and GEOG 495 (Spring 2016). In GEOG 240, the 
assessment was embedded into an exam question. In GEOG 495, the assessment was embedded into an essay 
assignment and related self-assessment exercise. See our Spring 2016 assessment plan for details. 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 
reviewing the data?  

 
Results from the exam question in GEOG 240 showed that all but three (out of twenty) students were able to 
effectively “explain important elements of geographic thought and practice” when asked a specific question 
about the use of aerial mapping and photography in the analysis of landscapes. Three students exceeded 
expectations in their answers. 
 
Essay work samples from GEOG 495 demonstrate that students were able to critically reflect on data related 
to the preparedness and practical skills of geography majors. This suggests that students are able to connect 
what they are learning with postgraduate practice in a meaningful way. 
 
In the main, the work products from these embedded assessments suggest that our curriculum is effective in 
helping students to “explain important elements of geographic thought and practice.” 
 
However, the self-assessments from GEOG 495 suggest that while students may be able to show appropriate 
thinking and communication skills in response to relevant prompts, our students are generally unaware of our 
program learning outcomes. All but one of the six students included in the self-assessments (out of an 
enrollment of eight) in GEOG 495 indicated that they thought being aware of program outcomes was 
important for them to understand the purpose of their studies and articulate the goals for their educations. At 
the same time, only one of the responding students indicated that they were previously aware of our program 
outcomes. 
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4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  
 
One change we need to enact is clearer and more consistent articulation of program outcomes to students. 
Ensuring that appropriate outcomes are embedded in course syllabi is one change that we will be 
implementing consistent with the university’s current assessment program. However, embedding program 
outcomes into assignments is another change that would not only ensure student awareness of outcomes, but 
also clear opportunities to demonstrate relevant learning related to those outcomes. How we can make better 
use of program outcomes in communicating what we would like students to learn will be a focus of our 
assessment discussions in the 2016-2017 academic year. 
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