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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
All three program outcomes in the three concentrations within the major were assessed, as well as the four 
outcomes in the common core:  
 
Linguistics: 
  
1.  Analyze issues in language usage, language variation, language acquisition and history of the English 
language, with special attention to writing, literacy, and language arts. 
2.  Explain and analyze and analyze structure and function in the English language system. 
3.  Analyze the relationship between language and culture, society and the individual. 
 
Literature:  
 
1.  Discuss the relation of literary works to a variety of traditions and genres. 
2.  Apply theories and research methods to analyze and interpret literature. 
3.  Analyze relationships between literature and culture, society, and the individual. 
 
Writing: 
 
1.  Demonstrate applications of varied writing styles, creative and professional genres, and rhetorical 
strategies and conventions. 
2.  Demonstrate competency with invention, drafting, and revision processes as both writer and critic through 
activities such as workshops, peer reviews, and group projects. 
3.  Demonstrate competency in creating text-appropriate sentences as well as in editing for syntactic and 
stylistic punctuation and conventions. 
 
Common Core: 
 
1.  Develop a capacity for close attention to language structure and language use. 
2.  Develop familiarity with and appreciation for major authors, literary movements and genres, and their 
place in the development of American, British, and world literatures. 
3.  Build the skills required to write persuasive, coherent explications of literary texts, to appropriately 
support arguments with both primary and secondary source material and to properly employ the conventions 
of documentation as a foundation for writing effective critical essays in upper-division courses. 
4.  Develop familiarity with the core issues in composition and rhetoric. 
 

 
2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 

or thesis project, class presentation) 
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A total of 31 Senior Portfolios from two years, 2015-2016 (5 in linguistics, 10 in writing, and 16 in 
literature), were evaluated (strong/adequate/weak) by a faculty subcommittee. 

 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 
reviewing the data?  

 
All five students expressed “strong” or “adequate performance in learning outcomes for both the common 
core and linguistics concentration (reviewed by David Hargreaves): 
 
Common Core Outcome 1: 5 strong 

 Outcome 2: 5 strong 
   Outcome 3: 5 strong  
   Outcome 4: 3 strong, 2 adequate 
 
Linguistic Concentration outcomes: All 5 students expressed strong performance in all three outcomes. 
 
Nearly all students expressed “strong” or “adequate performance in learning outcomes for both the common 
core and literature concentration (reviewed by Curt Yehnert): 
 
Common Core Outcome 1: 13 strong, 1 adequate, 2 weak 
              Outcome 2: 11 strong, 4 adequate, 1 weak 
                         Outcome 3: 10 strong, 5 adequate, 1 weak 
                         Outcome 4: 11 strong, 2 adequate, 1 weak 
 
Literature Concentration outcomes:  
              Outcome 1: 13 strong, 3 adequate 
                         Outcome 2: 11 strong, 4 adequate, 1 weak 
                         Outcome 3: 12 strong, 4 adequate 
 
Writing Concentration Outcomes:  All ten students expressed “strong” or “adequate” performance in 
learning outcomes for both the common core and writing concentration (reviewed by Henry Hughes): 
 
Common Core Outcome 1: 4 strong, 6 adequate 
                         Outcome 2: 8 strong, 2 adequate 
                         Outcome 3: 8 strong, 2 adequate 
                         Outcome 4: 4 strong, 6 adequate 
 
Writing Concentration Outcomes:  
  Outcome 1: 7 strong, 3 adequate 
  Outcome 2: 8 strong, 2 adequate 
  Outcome 3: 8 strong, 2 adequate 
 
The reviewers were generally very pleased with student performance, noting that most students report having 
a positive experience in the program.  Department discussion led to several observations:  writing and 
linguistics are not as heavily represented in the core as is literature; as a department we value meaning, but 
meaning is not directly addressed in the outcomes; the first and third literature outcomes are confusing and in 
need of revision. Students would benefit from more reminders to save artifacts from coursework for the 
portfolio and from being made aware of common core and program outcomes earlier in their programs. 
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4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  
 
Program outcomes 1 and 3 in literature were revised to read: 
 
1.  Situate each literary work within its cultural traditions and genres. 
3.  Analyze how literature relates to culture, society, and the individual. 
 
Students will continue to be advised to save artifacts from their course work for inclusion in the portfolio and 
a note to that effect will be added to the English department web site. 
 
Program and common core outcomes will be posted on the department’s web site and be linked to individual 
Moodle pages. 
 
The Program Learning Outcomes Assessment will inform efforts this year to create a 180 credit graduation 
path in the major. 


