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Due to the development of the VCD program and attendant learning outcomes that no longer parallel those 
of the Studio Art program, the faculty determined to separate assessment goals and reports in the 2014-15 
academic year.  As a result, the Studio Art faculty logged a number of hours this year in discussion of the 
Studio Art Learning Outcomes themselves, the inclusion of LEAP objectives/rubrics and the instruments 
with which we measure success. 
 
In regard to the current Studio Art Learning Outcomes, the faculty focused on refining the language to that 
which could reasonably be assessed. Removal of phrases such as “develop a disciplined work ethic” and 
“exploration and risk-taking into the process of transforming thought to form” were proposed. The 
introduction of LEAP language into the official Studio Art Learning Outcomes was favored.  
 
The assessment instruments were also examined in view of the proposed change in learning outcomes and 
inclusion of LEAP language in the outcomes. The faculty discussed removal of the multi-choice examination 
tool in favor of a rubric-based, embedded assessment project that would be valid across disciplines, applied 
as both a formative and summative measure and provide data at the 200-level as well as the capstone course. 
This instrument would blend seamlessly with the other instruments of assessment already in place through 
the capstone course and our Art History component.  
 
The 2015-16 departmental learning outcome assessment was based on the previously presented plan, the Art 
faculty has set up a final meeting to solidify these discussions into a new, official plan that will be submitted 
prior to the beginning of fall 2016 term.  
 
 

1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 
Learning Outcome 3  
Develop technical abilities and a disciplined work ethic within the studio media that incorporates 
exploration and risk-taking into the process of transforming thought to form. 

 
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 
or thesis project, class presentation) 

 
 

The assessment data was derived from the faculty assessment rubrics of both the senior student 
exhibitions and presentations attached to the capstone experience courses: A418 and A419.  

 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 
reviewing the data?  
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In light of the recent LEAP discussions, outcomes, rubrics and information, the Art faculty 
recognized the difficulty in proving or even agreeing upon the structure of a developed, disciplined 
work ethic or visible, calculable evidence of exploration or risk-taking in the work.  
The faculty learned that students were developing technical expertise through the linear presentations 
of their work but it was difficult to attribute or measure this specifically the disciplined work ethic 
aspect and faculty assessment of exploration or risk-taking was varied.  

 
4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  

 
As a result of the assessment, the faculty believes we must first improve our scope of assessment to 
improve curriculum. The faculty will clarify the language of our learning outcomes and our 
assessment tools so that we can focus specifically on student learning.  


