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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
Program outcomes are: 

 
i. Understand processes involved in creating theatre, from script analysis through public performance. 

ii. Demonstrate competency in various production processes. 
iii. Understand the historical, literary, theoretical, stylistic, and cultural dimensions of theatre, and how 

theatrical works exist within societal contexts. 
 

 
2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 

or thesis project, class presentation) 
 

Entrance and exit exam scores 
 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 
reviewing the data?  
 
This was the second year in a row we used entrance and exit evaluations to assess over all student 
learning. The difference between entering and graduating students was clear though not statistically 
significant due to the small sample size of our incoming group of majors. Much like last year, there 
was some faculty surprise at the performance of a subset of our graduating students, which prompted 
discussion both within the faculty and with students regarding some sub-disciplines.  
 
In the end we noted that our graduating students performed much better than our entering students 
but not consistently at the level we expected them to achieve based on our daily interactions. We 
decided that part of the issue is that the instrument we are using for assessment is rather artificial with 
respect to some of the skill and knowledge areas we are assessing. To get a better overall picture of 
our students, we are planning on implementing on going qualitative assessment of student 
participation in productions. We hope this will provide a more genuine portrait of our student’s 
capacities at the time of graduation. 

 
4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  

 
As stated above, we are implementing an in-line assessment process for student participation in 
departmental productions. Aside from producing a more complete assessment of student learning, 
documenting student performance during productions is likely to change faculty-student interactions 
and hopefully increase student learning in these co-curricular activities. 


