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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 

Upon completion of the program, the student will be able to: 
 

1. Investigate social issues and structures of social inequality through critical research and analysis. 
2. Explain and analyze the complex interactions among individuals, institutions and society. 
3. Effectively communicate and discuss social theories and research findings as they relate to social 

problems. 
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, 
capstone or thesis project, class presentation) 

 
Senior research projects (capstone thesis) and student presentations during Academic Excellence 
Showcase. 

 
3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 

reviewing the data?  
 

Ten students completed the senior research project and presented their findings during Academic 
Excellence Showcase.  All ten students were evaluated positively and received a grade (scored) of either 
A or B.  The three tenured sociology faculty met several times to discuss and evaluate both the written 
thesis projects and the oral defense (presentations) of the projects.  On the positive side, we determined 
that students demonstrated proficiency in all three learning outcomes.  The success is due primarily to the 
intensive level of individual guidance students receive over the course of an entire academic year.  We 
continue to be impressed by the quality of the public presentations and the students’ demonstrated ability 
to defend their research and respond in a professionally competent manner to questions from the 
audience.  Most students employed mixed methods and analyzed more than one source of data, but there 
is some inconsistency in the quality of the data collection and depth of data analysis.  We also agreed that 
a couple of students demonstrated serious limitations in their writing ability and struggled with basic 
rules of grammar and spelling.   
 
4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  

 
We believe that students will benefit from a more rigorous set of research deadlines and a formal 
statement of expectations about the type of data and analysis that is expected.  Thus, we will now require 
at least two sources of data and/or analysis strategy.  While we recognize that a lack of time and 
resources will limit sample sizes, we believe this new requirement will provide a more valid and reliable 
measure of student proficiency. The faculty will also meet to collectively evaluate student research 
proposals so as to align expectations and provide more consistent guidance to students. 
 
Finally, we plan on contacting the WOU Writing Center to discuss options for students that require 
remedial assistance with their writing skills. 


