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Archival Summary Report: Departmental Learning Outcomes Assessment 
(Please complete this form for each academic PROGRAM that is assessed.) 

 
Program:  _Political Science Department:  Politics, Policy & Administration  Division: Social Science   
 
Department contact: __Mary Pettenger____________________ Date:   30 September, 2014___________     
 
 

1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
#1: Explain key concepts in politics and public service 
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone or 
thesis project, class presentation) 

a. Embedded assessment (final exam questions) in lower division (PS203-International Relations) and upper 
division course (PS492-Political Ideologies) 
b. Survey of practicum supervisors (PS409 and PS410) 
c. Recent graduates obtaining employment in the field and acceptance to graduate school (from direct contact as 
well as email responses) 
 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from reviewing 
the data?  

During our departmental review, we found the findings were generally favorable. The embedded assessments 
demonstrated that most students (at least 75%) in the lower division course were successful in defining key concepts 
and theories in the field of international relations and applying them to explain a current event; most students (at 
least 80%) in the upper division course demonstrated a strong knowledge of political theory and concepts in 
evaluating the strength of political theories in comparison. Practicum supervisors gave our students generally high 
praise for student learning and skill development during their practicums. In a few cases, students did not complete 
the practicum as required and in these cases the reviews were incomplete. Finally, we have received positive reports 
from our recent graduates about employment and acceptance to graduate school. We have placed students with 
numerous graduate and law schools in Oregon (e.g., Willamette University, OSU and PSU) as well as 
regionally/nationally (e.g., U of Washington, American University) and abroad (e.g., University of Edinburgh). 
Students have also found positions with political campaigns, and in local, county, state and national government 
agencies, as well as with international organizations. 
 
 

4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment? 
In past reviews, student course evaluations have also been employed as a measure. Hopefully in the near future 
consistent evaluations will take place that will be available for assessing our program. In addition, we plan to 
continue to emphasize practicums and encourage our students to gain practical experience in the field. We continue 
to meet weekly to evaluate our departmental goals and are continually evaluating how we can assist our majors in 
enhancing their political and policymaking skills, including providing public forums for political discussions, two 
students clubs supported within the department (Model United Nations and Phi Alpha Delta). We continue to 
evaluate whether our core classes and electives effectively prepare our majors for their chosen professions and/or 
graduate school.  

 Departmental Assessment Plan:  Student Learning Outcomes 
(Please submit, electronically, to division office.) 

 
Program Information 

Academic Program (Major) Political Science 
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Degree Political Science 

Department Politics, Policy and Administration 

Division Social Science 

Academic Year 2013-14 

Departmental Contact Person  

Name Dr. Mary Pettenger  / Dr. Ed Dover (Fall 2014) 

Title Professor 

Department Politics, Policy and Administration 

E-Mail Address pettengm@wou.edu   / dovere@wou.edu 

Extension x88301   /     x88264 

Program Mission Statement and Learning Outcomes 

 
To serve students through teaching and mentoring, serve society through research, public outreach and 
activities, and serve the university through collegial participation in all aspects of the community. 
 
Upon completion of the program, the student will be able to: 
 

1. Explain key concepts in politics and public service. 
2. Apply analytical and theoretical approaches to political problems. 
3. Demonstrate political and bureaucratic expertise through research, public outreach, advocacy, 

and leadership. 
 
 
 
 

Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
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Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. 
  
 
 

Data Source 

Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size.  
 
 

Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). 
 
 
 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? 
  
 

 

Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. 
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Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
2. Apply analytical and theoretical approaches to 

political problems. 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Target 
Students shall display a proficiency level of "Milestone 3" in the lower division 
course and "Capstone" in the upper division course (see attached rubric) 
  

Data Source 

Data sources will be: Analytical writing samples that demonstrate critical 
thinking, analytic reasoning, written communication and problem solving. Data 
will be collected from two Political Science course (one lower division and one 
upper division). The sample size will consist of the total number of students 
enrolled in the course for one quarter during the 2014-15 school year.  
 

Means of Assessment 
Data will be collected through course-embedded assessment questions from final 
exams and from writing samples/research papers.  
 

Means of Scoring 

Data will be assessed by the members of the Politics, Policy & Administration 
department using the AACU Inquiry and Analysis Value Rubric (attached). Total 
scores for each course will be reported.  
  

 

Evidence Storage Assessment data collected will be archived electronically by the chair of the 
Politics, Policy & Administration department, and on the Social Science L drive. 
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Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Target 
Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. 
  

Data Source Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size.  

Means of Assessment Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? 

 

Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. 
  
 

 
 
 
 


