
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 

 

Archival Summary Report: Departmental Learning Outcomes Assessment 
(Please complete this form for each academic PROGRAM that is assessed.) 

 
Program: Political Science     Department:  Politics, Policy & Administration      Division: Social Science   
Degrees: Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science Division: Social Science Academic Year: 2014-15 
Department contact: __Mary Pettenger, Professor of Political Science    Date: 30 September, 2015_     
 
 

1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
#1: Apply analytical and theoretical approaches to political problems. 
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 
or thesis project, class presentation) 

a. Embedded assessment (observation of class exercise, class assignments, final exam questions and course 
evaluation) in lower division (PS203-International Relations) course. 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 
reviewing the data?  

 PS203 International Relations is an introductory course that is required for Political Science and 
International Studies majors. In addition, students from across the campus take the course to complete LACC 
requirements as well as students taking courses for majors/minors in Social Science, Secondary Education, 
Military Science, Homeland Security and Organizational Leadership. One significant component of the 
course is a week-long active learning exercise during which students role-play countries during a simulated 
negotiation of an international climate change treaty. Students must complete a group research project to 
gather information about their assigned country as well as to devise a negotiation strategy. Over the course of 
three class periods, the students negotiate with each other to create a common document outlining concrete 
actions to mitigate and adapt to climate change. Students are provided with two lectures on climate change as 
well as class time devoted to meeting with each group to help in their preparation.  
 During the 2014-15 school year, 94 students participated in the role-play simulation. Student learning 
was assessed through written assignments, observation of the simulation, a final exam question, and a 
simulation specific course evaluation. Our departmental review found that most students (88% strongly 
agree, or agree) "learned more about climate change than I would in a traditional lecture", while 92 out of 94 
found "the simulation to be a beneficial way of learning about international relations." Observations of the 
simulations demonstrated that students were able to learn and actualize technical concepts such as percentage 
of emission reductions, adaptation techniques, per capita emissions versus total emissions, treaty 
membership, and mitigation mechanisms. Students over the three days challenged each other to explain and 
defend their negotiation strategies as well as to organize and draft complex treaty language. Each simulation 
demonstrated a strong increase in the dedication of the students to the final document as well as a constant 
improvement of the treaty language and focus. In each simulation, students had to be reminded that class was 
over as they wanted to continue the negotiations, and many commented at the end that they wanted just one 
more class period to continue the work. Student learning was also evaluated through a final examination 
short essay question in which students were asked to discuss the "future of international cooperation 
regarding climate change." Class averages were 88% with most students able to use specific details from the 
simulation to justify their response.  
 

4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment? 
At this time, the Department is not considering any changes to the Political Science curriculum. Reports 
from our graduates via email and personal contact consistently emphasize the value of the courses they have 
taken in the Political Science major. We meet weekly to evaluate our departmental goals and are continually 
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evaluating how we can assist our majors in enhancing their political and policymaking skills, including 
providing public forums for political discussions, and two students clubs supported within the department 
(Model United Nations and Phi Alpha Delta).  


