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Program Information 

Academic Program (Major) Philosophy Major 

Degree B.A. and B.S. 

Department Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies 

Division Humanities Division 

Academic Year  2013-14 

Departmental Contact Person  

Name Dr. Ryan Hickerson, Ph.D. 
  

Title Associate Professor of Philosophy 

Department Philosophy and Religious Studies 

E-Mail Address hickersr@wou.edu 

Extension x88762 

Program Mission Statement and Learning Outcomes 

 
Mission 
Provide a conduit to broaden students’ horizons via new ideas, novel perspectives, and the historical 
roots and epistemological context of their beliefs; and develop the critical-thinking and problem-
solving skills to evaluate and work constructively with new ideas. Students may not feel they have the 
answers to questions they explore, but they will appreciate intellectual inquiry as a central part of their 
lives. Hence, the ultimate goal is to nurture independent, well-informed, skillful thinkers. 
 
Learning outcomes 
1. Critically analyze the origins of their own beliefs, values, and ideas, and those from 
different cultural and historical contexts. 
2. Develop critical-thinking and problem-solving skills needed to analyze and evaluate ideas. 
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3. Build on their foundations in the history of philosophy to analyze and develop 
arguments and think both logically and creatively. 

 
 

Philosophy Major, Learning Outcome Assessment, 2013-14 
 

Learning Outcomes published in the 
most recent academic catalog.  The 
2013-14 assessment was of 
outcome #2. 

Outcome 1 
1. Critically analyze the origins of their own beliefs, 
values, and ideas, and those from 
different cultural and historical contexts. 

Outcome 2 
 

 
2. Develop critical-thinking and problem-solving skills 
needed to analyze and evaluate ideas. 
 

Outcome 3 
 

3. Build on their foundations in the history of 
philosophy to analyze and develop 
arguments and think both logically and creatively. 

 

Target 

 
The goal of the Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies is to have 100% 
of Philosophy Majors meet this outcome to some degree of proficiency.  The 
greater their number, and the greater that degree, the better.    
 

Data Source 

 
The data used for this assessment was a sampling of portfolios produced in 
PHL405W: Senior Tutorial.  PHL405W is the capstone class for the Philosophy 
Major, taught in SP14.  Theses produced for these portfolios typically represent 
the most sophisticated written work of a philosophy major or philosophy minor. 
 
The portfolios were sampled.  For the assessment a selection was made rather 
than a random sample.  The selection was designed to capture representatives of 
the best quality work (Sample A), average quality work (sample B), and the 
worst quality work (sample C), representing 9%, 55%, and 18% of the total 
population of portfolios for SP14. 
 

Means of Assessment 

 
As stated, the assessment technique for 2013-14 was an “embedded assessment” 
involving a non-random selection of senior portfolios.  The selection was 
designed to capture representatives of best quality work (Sample A), average 
quality work (sample B), and worst quality work (sample C.)  The samples were 
anonymized and scanned into *.pdf files.  Those files were reviewed and scored 
against Learning Outcome #2. 
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Means of Scoring 

 
Scoring was accomplished using a rubric.  The rubric employed was a 
customized rubric made specifically for this assessment task.  The customized 
rubric was a modification of the AACU Critical Thinking VALUE Rubric, 
adjusted to match Learning Outcome #2.  (The customized rubric has been 
submitted along with this document as an Appendix.)  Scoring was done by Dr. 
Ryan Hickerson, Ph.D.  Scores were reported as numeric values associated with 
each sample. 
  

 

Evidence Storage 

 
The portfolios themselves are stored in folders in the office of Dr. Ryan 
Hickerson, HSS 322.  Electronically scanned samples of these portfolios, 
including their scores against Learning Outcome #2, are stored on Western 
Oregon University computer servers, under the account of Dr. Ryan Hickerson, 
and are available upon request. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


