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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 
The committee – a representative from each department within Humanities – reviewed portfolios from the 
past three years.   This school year, we revisited the LOs and created new ones, approved in a division 
meeting December 2013.  Thus, the review of the portfolios was done with an eye to improving the LOs’ 
assessability and to determine a productive line of attack for revising the portfolio process and contents. 
 

 
2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 

or thesis project, class presentation) 
 
We collect a senior portfolio from each graduating senior; the portfolio includes artifacts from past 
coursework as well as a reflective letter designed to discuss the learning outcomes. 
 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 
reviewing the data?  
 

We learned that we need more assessable learning outcomes, a portfolio/capstone that more directly relates 
to those learning outcomes and a rubric, and a better organized system of advising for Humanities majors. 

 
 

4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  
 
(1) New learning outcomes were crafted.  The old ones were not truly assessable.  Students have shown they 
have great difficulty connecting the disparate courses they take, especially across disciplines. 
(2) The division voted to separate Humanities majors from English majors (they have taken the same 
portfolio class) for the ‘capstone/portfolio’ class and to re-design the Humanities major capstone/portfolio 
requirements/contents.  In the fall, the subcommittee will meet to design a more targeted capstone/portfolio 
and separate it from the English majors’ portfolio process (the two have been taught together to date).  We 
will also design a rubric for assessing the portfolios and learning outcomes. 
(3) A motion also passed to change slightly how Humanities majors are advised, especially with respect to 
graduation plans – they must meet with an advisor from each of their two focus areas.  And designated 
volunteers (1 or 2) from each department will take on the duty of advising Humanities majors with a focus 
area in that department.  The division chair will take the duty of advising all Humanities minors. 
 
 


