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Archival Summary Report: Departmental Learning Outcomes Assessment 
(Please complete this form for each academic PROGRAM that is assessed.) 

 
Program:  _Humanities__  Department:  __n/a_________________  Division:  Humanities______      
 
Department contact: ___Carol Harding__________________ Date:   _____Sept. 2015________     
 
 

1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 
Because we re-designed the portfolio requirements, course, and learning outcomes for the major effective Fall 2014, we do not have enough major 
portfolios to do an assessment yet.  We expect to have sufficient numbers to review in 2016-17; at that time, we will review all three learning outcomes 
from the portfolio evidence. 
 

 
2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone or thesis project, class presentation) 

 
We collect a senior portfolio from each graduating senior; the portfolio includes artifacts from past coursework as well as a reflective letter designed to 
discuss the learning outcomes. 
 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from reviewing the data?  
 

See #1 
 

 
4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  

 
Attached are the revised rubric, based on the LEAP VALUE rubrics, along with a syllabus for the new Hum 450 course for Humanities majors – these are 
changes implemented in 2014-15. 



College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 

(Rev. 2/2014) 

Western Oregon University        updated by Humanities Portfolio Committee on September 25th, 2014 
Humanities Division  

Humanities Major, Assessment Rubric 
 

This assessment rubric is a selection and amalgamation of several Critical Thinking VALUE Rubrics, produced by the Association of American Colleges and Universities.  For more information about 
VALUE Rubric's please see:  value@aacu.org  For more information about this customization, please feel free to contact WOU Humanities Division. 
 

Humanities Major, Mission Statement:  Humanities majors and minors explore that unique human creation, language—not only for communication 
but also in culture, literary art, and philosophical and religious thought. 
 

Humanities Major, Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the Humanities major, the student will be able to: 
 

1. Creatively integrate and apply perspectives from multiple Humanities disciplines to understand language, culture, literary art, and/or religious and 
philosophical thought.   
 

2. Critically analyze ideas and language in several Humanities disciplines. 
  

3. Effectively communicate concepts studied in Humanities disciplines in writing and/or speech, adapting to meet the needs of multiple audiences. 
 

Glossary (from the original AACU Rubrics) 
The definitions that follow were developed to clarify terms and concepts used in this rubric only. 

 
• Perspective Taking: the ability to engage and learn from perspectives and experiences different from one’s own and to understand how one’s place in the world both 

informs and limits one’s knowledge. The goal is to develop the capacity to understand the interrelationships between multiple perspectives, such as personal, social, 
cultural, disciplinary, environmental, local, and global. 

• Conclusions: A synthesis of key findings drawn from research/evidence. 
• Language: Vocabulary, terminology, and sentence structure. Language that supports the effectiveness of a presentation is appropriate to the topic and audience, 

grammatical, clear, and free from bias. Language that enhances the effectiveness of a presentation is also vivid, imaginative, and expressive. 
• Organization: The grouping and sequencing of ideas and supporting material in a presentation. An organizational pattern that supports the effectiveness of a 

presentation typically includes an introduction, one or more identifiable sections in the body of the speech, and a conclusion. An organizational pattern that enhances 
the effectiveness of the presentation reflects a purposeful choice among possible alternatives, such as a chronological pattern, a problem-solution pattern, an analysis-
of-parts pattern, etc., that makes the content of the presentation easier to follow and more likely to accomplish its purpose. 
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 Outcome  

Number: 

Exceeds Standard 

 

Meets Standard 

 

Does Not  

Meet Standard 

Connections to 
Disciplines 

Sees (makes) connections across 
disciplines, perspectives 

 

#1. Independently creates wholes out of 
multiple parts (synthesizes) or draws 
conclusions by combining examples, 
facts, or theories from more than one 
field of study or perspective. 

 

When prompted, connects  
examples, facts, or theories from 
more than one field of study or 
perspective. 

 

When prompted, presents  
examples, facts, or theories from 
more than one field of study or 
perspective without providing  
interconnections. 

Student's approach / 
stance (perspective, 

thesis/hypothesis) 

#1. Specific position (perspective,  
thesis/hypothesis) is thoughtful, taking 
into account the complexities of an 
issue. Limits of position (perspective, 
thesis/hypothesis) are acknowledged. 
Others' points of view are synthesized 
within position (perspective,  
thesis/hypothesis). 

Specific position (perspective, 
thesis/hypothesis)  
acknowledges different sides of an 
issue.  Identifies and explains 
multiple perspectives (such as 
cultural, disciplinary, and  
ethical) when exploring subjects 
within natural and human  
systems. 
 

Specific position (perspective,  
thesis/hypothesis) is stated, but is 
simplistic and obvious. Uncritical 
value preference for own  
positioning (such as cultural,  
disciplinary, or ethical). 
 

Complexity and Depth 
 

#1. Explores a topic in depth, yielding a rich 
awareness and/or little-known  
information indicating intense interest in 
the subject. 
 

Explores a topic with some  
evidence of depth, providing 
occasional insight and/or  
information indicating mild 
interest in the subject. 
 

Explores a topic at a surface level, 
providing little insight and/or  
information beyond the very basic 
facts indicating low interest in the 
subject. 

Analysis 
 

#2. Organizes and synthesizes evidence to 
reveal insightful patterns, differences, or 
similarities related to focus. 
 

Organizes evidence, but the 
organization is not effective in 
revealing important patterns, 
differences, or similarities. 
 
 
 

Lists evidence, but it is either not 
organized or not effective. 
 

 Outcome  

Number: 

Exceeds Standard 

 

Meets Standard 

 

Does Not  

Meet Standard 
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Conclusions #2. Conclusions and related outcomes  
(consequences and implications) are 
 logical and reflect student’s informed 
evaluation and ability to place evidence 
and perspectives discussed in priority 
order. 

Conclusion is logically tied to 
information (because  
information is chosen to fit the 
desired conclusion); some  
related outcomes (consequences 
and implications) are identified 
clearly. Conclusion may be so 
general that it applies beyond the 
scope of the inquiry  
findings. 

Conclusion is inconsistently tied to 
some of the information discussed; 
related outcomes (consequences 
and implications) are  
oversimplified. States an  
ambiguous, illogical, or  
unsupportable conclusion from 
inquiry findings. 

Organization 
 

#3. Organizational pattern (specific 
introduction and conclusion, sequenced 
material within the body, and  
transitions) is clearly and consistently 
observable and is skillful and makes the 
content of the presentation cohesive. 
 

Organizational pattern (specific 
introduction and conclusion, 
sequenced material within the 
body, and transitions) is  
intermittently observable within the 
presentation. 
 

Organizational pattern (specific 
introduction and conclusion,  
sequenced material within the 
body, and transitions) is marginally 
observable within the presentation. 
 

Language 
 

#3. Language choices are memorable and 
compelling, and enhance the  
effectiveness of the presentation.  
Language in presentation is appropriate 
to audience, discipline, and purpose. 
 
 

Language choices are mundane and 
commonplace and partially support 
the effectiveness of the 
presentation. Language in 
presentation is appropriate to 
audience. 
 

Language choices are unclear and 
minimally support the effectiveness 
of the presentation. Language in 
presentation is not appropriate to 
audience. 

Control of Syntax and 
Mechanics 

 

#3. Employs sentences of syntactic variety 
appropriate to genre.  Language skillfully 
communicates meaning to readers with 
clarity and fluency, and is virtually  
error-free. Conforms to conventions/ 
traditions of academic language. 
 

Uses language that generally 
conveys meaning to readers with 
clarity, although 
writing may include some  
errors. 
 

Uses language that sometimes  
impedes meaning because of errors 
in usage. 



College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 

(Rev. 2/2014) 

HUM 450/Humanities major   Dr. Carol Harding 
Fall 2015      Office:  HSS/Bellamy 315 

Office hours:  
       Office phone: 503-838-8245 
        Email:   hardinc@wou.edu  
      
HUM 450 is the capstone course for the Humanities major, a course where you are asked to engage in self- and program assessment.  
Specifically, this course gives you the opportunity to review your years’ work at WOU (and elsewhere, though we are more interested 
in your time here) to see how far you have come from where you began.  It also gives you the opportunity to assess for us how well 
the Humanities division is delivering what we consider to be the crucial features of the Humanities Major. In order to complete your 
assessment, you will need to become familiar with the student Learning Outcomes (LOs) established for the major; using the LOs 
from your particular focus areas will be helpful as well. With these as the ‘filter’ and your own writing/assignments over your time at 
WOU as the evidence, you should be able to write your reflective introductory essay. 
 
Course Policies 
Attendance is required (you can miss 2 class periods if necessary, but you’ll still need to complete the work your peers completed in 
class on the day you were absent); creating the reflective essay will involve collaboration with your peers, not only through in-class 
discussions but also through specific feedback you will give to their drafts and you will receive on your draft.  Giving and receiving 
feedback first for/from your peers who are in HUM 450 and then from the instructor is an absolute requirement for the course.   
NOTE à I will not give you feedback on your work unless your piece first received feedback from your peers.  (And, no 
grade if I haven't first reviewed the first 3 sections of the reflective essay--no exceptions!) 
 

è Format/Organization of the Portfolio 
 
The senior portfolio should document evidence of how far you believe you have achieved the Learning Outcomes for your major.   
 
The portfolio consists of the following SIX elements:   

I.  PORTFOLIO TITLE PAGE (see sample p. 4, below) 
-Your Name(s) 
-Calendar Years at WOU (+ years at any other post-secondary school), i.e., Chemeketa Community College F 2003-Sp 

2004; WOU Fall 2004-Sum 2009  
-Major [specify the two areas]  
-Minor 
-and V#  
 

II.  TABLE OF CONTENTS (new page; sample p. 5, below) which will indicate the order of the materials in the portfolio with page 
numbers 



College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 

(Rev. 2/2014) 

 
III.  ACADEMIC OVERVIEW (new page; sample p. 6, below) 

 -calendar terms/years at WOU 
  -calendar terms/years at other post-secondary institutions 
  -calendar terms/years studying abroad, if applicable (e.g., fall 2005 in Argentina, summer 2006 in the UK)  
  -calendar terms/years not enrolled in post-secondary education since high school, if applicable 
  -average weekly hours of employment while enrolled at WOU (e.g., 40-hour work week) 
  -date filed with registrar as Humanities Major 
  -number of meetings with your advisor(s) 
  -list of all the courses (with term/year, grades—use IP for courses in progress—, credit hours) you took in your 
Humanities major and in your minor.  Organize the list to highlight the two focus areas.  If you used transfer courses in your 
major/minor, include those in the list as well, but label them as transfer courses (see sample).   

 
IV.  REFLECTIVE ESSAY:  addresses how the evidence samples (see section V) demonstrate the student’s attainment of the 
major’s learning outcomes and provides an evaluation of the student’s overall experience in completing the major.  Please note 
that while your 3 work samples are the bulk of your evidence, having other artifacts at hand may help you articulate your 
development.  You do not have to include in toto every artifact you reference. 

After a brief general introduction, the reflective essay consists of four subsections:   
I--Reflection on Focus Area 1;  II--Reflection on Focus Area 2;  III-- Reflection on full major and learning outcomes; IV--
Assessment of the overall program. 

 
V.  EVIDENCE  

Three samples of student work from courses in the major, chosen for quality and for relevance to the major’s learning 
outcomes 

§ One work sample from each focus area, UD course assignment 
§ One additional sample from the most recent complete term, must be a written assignment, in English, of at least 4 pages 

 
VI.  EXIT SURVEY (provided later in term) 
 Leave nameless; it will be extracted to make all surveys anonymous 

The Final Portfolio should be submitted in a letter-sized (standard) manila file folder (you can submit copies of any 
original/graded essays – you can also double-side the copies).  Please do not staple or paper-clip any of the pieces together, but do 
number all the pages consecutively in an upper or lower right corner (by hand is fine).  We will keep the Portfolio to use in our 
program assessment and accreditation activities.   
   
For Overview and Reflective Essay, use MLA-style header (i.e., after contents page, in upper right, put last name & page #).  Include 
the Exit Survey at the back of the portfolio, but do not use name/page header so it will be anonymous once extracted. 
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For the Evidence samples, make sure your name is somewhere, and write in page numbers so that the entire portfolio [excluding 
survey] is numbered consecutively. This is the numbering that should appear in the Table of Contents (which you finish last, 
obviously!) 
 
SCHEDULE 

Week ONE:  Sept. 29 Introduction & Overview, Examine samples 

Week TWO:  Oct. 6  In-class drafting—Focus Area #1 

Week THREE:  Oct. 13  Discovery draft (not a list but a substantial 
first draft) due for in-class peer feedback, 
on Focus Area #1 

Week FOUR:  Oct. 20  Revised draft (Intro/FA #1) due for 
instructor feedback 
In-class drafting—FA #2 

Week FIVE:  Oct. 27 Discovery draft (not a list but a substantial 
first draft) due for in-class peer feedback, 
on Focus Area #2 

Week SIX:  Nov. 3  Revised draft (FA #2) due for instructor 
feedback 
In-class drafting—Intro & Overall major  

Week SEVEN:  Nov. 10  Discovery draft (not a list but a substantial 
first draft) due for in-class peer feedback, 
on Intro & Overall major 

Week EIGHT:  Nov. 17  Revised draft (Intro/Overall major) due for 
instructor feedback 
In-class—Program Assessment & Exit survey 
overview & draft 

Week NINE:  Nov. 24   In-class—Peer feedback on PA; Final 
assembly issues 

Week TEN:  Dec. 1  COMPLETE PORTFOLIO DUE à Must be 
handed to instructor in person for final 
confirmation 
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