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 Departmental Assessment Plan:  Student Learning Outcomes 
(Please submit, electronically, to division office.) 

 
Program Information 

Academic Program (Major) History  

Degree M.A. 

Department History 

Division Social Science 

Academic Year  2013-2014 

Departmental Contact Person  

Name This should be person coordinating the program’s assessment effort 
Dr. David Doellinger 
  

Title Professor of History and Department Chair 

Department History 

E-Mail Address doellind@wou.edu 

Extension 503-838-8254 

Program Mission Statement and Learning Outcomes 

 
Insert the program mission statement as published in the most recent academic catalog. 
 
The master’s program in history promotes a community of scholars dedicated to excellence in teaching, 
professional and community service, and research.  It is designed for teachers seeking to strengthen their history 
content, for students planning their professional careers with a background in history, for individuals seeking 
career advancement or personal enrichment, and for students preparing for doctoral programs. 
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Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
Master fields of historical knowledge and methodologies. 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. 
 All students who complete the history MA degree are expected to meet 
this outcome at the B- level (overall GPA) or better. This is the grade 
level established for continuation in graduate study established by 
WOU/OUS graduate programs.  At a minimum, the students must be 
able to demonstrate these skills in independent work, in consultation 
with faculty in their primary and secondary fields of study. 
 
 

Data Source 

Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size.  
All graduate students who complete the Master of Arts in History degree 
are required to produce an original, article length research paper (25-30 
pages) in both their primary and secondary field of study.  The research 
paper is produced in conjunction with a graduate seminar in each field 
numbered HST 600.  The sample size of student work is determined by 
the number of graduate students taking a HST 600 Seminar in a given 
term, ranging from two to ten students.  During the Winter 2014 term, 
five graduate students enrolled in the HST 600 seminar offered that 
term.  The sample size was therefore five students.  
 
As the seminar papers are an essential component of assessment for 
each of our three learning outcomes, this content will be repeate to some 
degree in subsequent sections of this plan. 
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Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). 
The research paper produced in the history graduate seminars functions 
as a capstone project completed by each graduate student enrolled in the 
history MA program.  The final research paper is submitted for 
evaluation to the instructor of the seminar.  Each graduate student also 
gives an oral presentation/defense of the seminar paper at the conclusion 
of the academic term in which it was produced.  In addition to all of the 
faculty in the history department, faculty, staff, administrators and 
students from the WOU community are invited to attend this public 
presentation.  Graduate students are also required to present one of their 
seminar papers at the Academic Excellence Showcase each Spring.  
Finally, the seminar paper is evaluated as part of each graduate student’s 
comprehensive exam (written and oral).  In both the written and oral 
components of their comprehensive exams, graduate students are 
questioned on their mastery of fields of historical knowledge and 
methodologies and their skills in critical analysis through writing and 
discussion, especially in evaluating sources and writing methods. 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? 
As explained in the above section, the course instructor of the graduate 
seminar is responsible for assigning the letter grade that appears on the 
student transcript.  However, all of the History faculty are participate in 
the assessment of the graduate students.  These assessment discussions 
take place in departmental meetings following the conclusion of each 
academic term in which a seminar is offered. 
  
 

 

Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. 
 The seminar papers produced by the History graduate students are 
stored (and made available to the public) online through the Digital 
Commons database administered by the faculty at Hamersly Library.  
Minutes of history department meetings contain the records of the 
assessment discussions of the graduate students. 
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Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
Develop advanced skills of critical analysis in writing and 
discussion, especially in evaluating sources and writing methods. 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. 
 All students who complete the history MA degree are expected to meet 
this outcome at the B- level (overall GPA) or better. This is the grade 
level established for continuation in graduate study established by 
WOU/OUS graduate programs.  At a minimum, the students must be 
able to demonstrate these skills in independent work, in consultation 
with faculty in their primary and secondary fields of study. 
 

Data Source 

Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size.  
All graduate students who complete the Master of Arts in History degree 
are required to produce an original, article length research paper (25-30 
pages) in both their primary and secondary field of study.  The research 
paper is produced in conjunction with a graduate seminar in each field 
numbered HST 600.  The sample size of student work is determined by 
the number of graduate students taking a HST 600 Seminar in a given 
term, ranging from two to ten students.  During the Winter 2014 term, 
five graduate students enrolled in the HST 600 seminar offered that 
term.  The sample size was therefore five students.  
 

Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). 
The research paper produced in the history graduate seminars functions 
as a capstone project completed by each graduate student enrolled in the 
history MA program.  The final research paper is submitted for 
evaluation to the instructor of the seminar.  Each graduate student also 
gives an oral presentation/defense of the seminar paper at the conclusion 
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of the academic term in which it was produced.  In addition to all of the 
faculty in the history department, faculty, staff, administrators and 
students from the WOU community are invited to attend this public 
presentation.  Graduate students are also required to present one of their 
seminar papers at the Academic Excellence Showcase each Spring.  
Finally, the seminar paper is evaluated as part of each graduate student’s 
comprehensive exam (written and oral).  In both the written and oral 
components of their comprehensive exams, graduate students are 
questioned on their mastery of fields of historical knowledge and 
methodologies and their skills in critical analysis through writing and 
discussion, especially in evaluating sources and writing methods. 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? 
 As explained in the above section, the course instructor of the graduate 
seminar is responsible for assigning the letter grade that appears on the 
student transcript.  However, all of the History faculty are participate in 
the assessment of the graduate students.  These assessment discussions 
take place in departmental meetings following the conclusion of each 
academic term in which a seminar is offered. 
 

 

Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. 
 The seminar papers produced by the History graduate students are 
stored (and made available to the public) online through the Digital 
Commons database administered by the faculty at Hamersly Library.  
Minutes of history department meetings contain the records of the 
assessment discussions of the graduate students. 
 

 
 
 
 

Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 2  
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Outcome 3 
 

 
 
Strengthen history content for educators; and prepare for 
professional careers and admission to doctoral programs. 
 
 

 

Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. 
 All students who complete the history MA degree are expected to meet 
this outcome at the B- level (overall GPA) or better. This is the grade 
level established for continuation in graduate study established by 
WOU/OUS graduate programs.  At a minimum, the students must be 
able to demonstrate these skills in independent work, in consultation 
with faculty in their primary and secondary fields of study. 

Data Source 

Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size.  
All graduate students who complete the Master of Arts in History degree 
are required to produce an original, article length research paper (25-30 
pages) in both their primary and secondary field of study.  The research 
paper is produced in conjunction with a graduate seminar in each field 
numbered HST 600.  The sample size of student work is determined by 
the number of graduate students taking a HST 600 Seminar in a given 
term, ranging from two to ten students.  During the Winter 2014 term, 
five graduate students enrolled in the HST 600 seminar offered that 
term.  The sample size was therefore five students.  

Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). 
The research paper produced in the history graduate seminars functions 
as a capstone project completed by each graduate student enrolled in the 
history MA program.  The final research paper is submitted for 
evaluation to the instructor of the seminar.  Each graduate student also 
gives an oral presentation/defense of the seminar paper at the conclusion 
of the academic term in which it was produced.  In addition to all of the 
faculty in the history department, faculty, staff, administrators and 
students from the WOU community are invited to attend this public 
presentation.  Graduate students are also required to present one of their 
seminar papers at the Academic Excellence Showcase each Spring.  
Also, the seminar paper is evaluated as part of each graduate student’s 
comprehensive exam (written and oral).  In both the written and oral 
components of their comprehensive exams, graduate students are 
questioned on their mastery of fields of historical knowledge and 
methodologies and their skills in critical analysis through writing and 
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discussion, especially in evaluating sources and writing methods.   
Finally, the seminar papers serve as the samples of research and writing 
used by graduate students seeking admission to doctoral programs in 
history. 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? 
 As explained in the above section, the course instructor of the graduate 
seminar is responsible for assigning the letter grade that appears on the 
student transcript.  However, all of the History faculty participate in the 
assessment of the graduate students.  These assessment discussions take 
place in departmental meetings following the conclusion of each 
academic term in which a seminar is offered.  The history department 
does its best (subject to student reporting) to track admission of history 
MA graduates to doctoral programs pursuit of careers in public history, 
education and other fields. 

 

Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. 
 The seminar papers produced by the History graduate students are 
stored (and made available to the public) online through the Digital 
Commons database administered by the faculty at Hamersly Library.  
Minutes of history department meetings contain the records of the 
assessment discussions of the graduate students. 
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Archival Summary Report: Departmental Learning Outcomes Assessment 

(Please complete this form for each academic PROGRAM that is assessed.) 
 
Program:  __History M.A.____  Department:  __History_____  Division: Social Science_____      
 
Department contact: __Dr. David Doellinger____________ Date:   __September 28, 2014_______     
 
 

1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 
The History Department’s process assesses each of the learning outcomes of the Master of Arts in History.  They 
are: 

- Master fields of historical knowledge and methodologies. 
- Develop advanced skills of critical analysis in writing and discussion, especially in 

evaluating sources and writing methods. 
- Strengthen history content for educators; and prepare for professional careers and 

admission to doctoral programs. 
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone or 
thesis project, class presentation) 

 
All graduate students who complete the Master of Arts in History degree are required to produce an original, article 
length research paper (25-30 pages) in their primary and secondary field of study.  The research paper is produced in 
conjunction with a graduate seminar in each field numbered HST 600.  The sample size of the students is 
determined by the number of graduate students taking a HST 600 Seminar in a given term, ranging from two to ten 
students.  During the Winter 2014 term, five graduate students enrolled in the HST 600 seminar offered that term.  
The sample size was therefore five students.  
 
The research paper produced in the history graduate seminars functions as a capstone project completed by each 
graduate student enrolled in the history MA program.  The final research paper is submitted for evaluation to the 
instructor of the seminar.  Each graduate student also gives an oral presentation/defense of the seminar paper at the 
conclusion of the academic term in which it was produced.  In addition to all of the faculty in the history department, 
faculty, staff, administrators and students from the WOU community are invited to attend this public presentation.  
Graduate students are also required to present one of their seminar papers at the Academic Excellence Showcase 
each Spring.  Finally, the seminar paper is evaluated as part of each graduate students’ comprehensive exam (written 
and oral) evaluation. In both the written and oral components of their comprehensive exams, graduate students are 
questioned on their mastery of fields of historical knowledge and methodologies and their skills in critical analysis 
through writing and discussion, especially in evaluating sources and writing methods. 
 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from reviewing 
the data?  

 
The cohort of history MA graduate students (five) that completed the HST 600 graduate seminar during the Winter 
2014 academic term produced and presented research papers that fulfilled the target goals of the assessment and 
learning outcomes.  Each student successfully developed an individualized research plan, located the necessary 
primary sources to complete the project, and prepared and organized the analysis of the evidence for the written and 
oral presentations of their research.  
 
 
The history faculty will have additional discussions regarding the assessment of the History MA program during the 
2014-2015 academic year. 
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4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  

  
Through the ongoing assessment process (a process that began preceding the Winter 2014 academic term) the 
history faculty identified a Public History path (with a public history graduate certificate as a component) as a key 
avenue for program viability and growth given the career opportunities in this field for our graduates.   
 
Specifically, when reviewing the data of we discovered that students were applying the skills that they had learned 
as History MA students in careers in public history sectors.  For example, MA graduates have recently acquired jobs 
in the Oregon Department of Education and the Oregon State Archives.  They have also created exhibits at the 
Willamette Heritage Center and served on the editorial board of this center’s editorial board.  Many of our MA 
graduates have published articles in this academic journal and have received awards for the quality of their 
contributions.  MA graduates have also supported programs of the National Parks service and found admission to 
doctoral programs in public history (with funding).  As a result of this career and professional development success 
at the state and national level (indicators of the quality of our MA program), the history department began pursuing 
the public history component. 
 
The history department had begun pursuing this public history component when admission to the MA program was 
suspended during the 2013-2014 academic year. 
 
 


