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 Departmental Assessment Plan:  Student Learning Outcomes 
(Please submit, electronically, to division office.) 

 
Program Information 

Academic Program (Major) History 

Degree B.A. 

Department History 

Division Social Science 

Academic Year  2013-2014 

Departmental Contact Person  

Name This should be person coordinating the program’s assessment effort 
 Dr. David Doellinger 

Title Professor of History and Department Chair 

Department History 

E-Mail Address doellind@wou.edu 

Extension 503-838-8254 

Program Mission Statement and Learning Outcomes 

Mission: 
Promote a community of scholars dedicated to excellence in teaching, research, professional  
and community service. This community connects students with the past through a global and comparative 
perspective and provides them with the tools for critical thinking and analysis that are the foundation of the 
liberal arts education. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
1. Critically analyze, synthesize, and evaluate primary and secondary historical sources. 
2. Engage multiple historical methodologies and multiple sources to produce well-researched written work. 
3. explain historical developments across multiple cultures and regions 
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Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
1. Critically analyze, synthesize, and evaluate primary and 
secondary historical sources. 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. All students who complete the history major are expected to 
meet these objectives at the C- level or better. At a minimum, they must 
be able to demonstrate these skills in independent work, in consultation 
with primary and secondary advisors. 

Data Source 

Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size. All students who complete the history major will 
produce a senior thesis, working in consultation with ta primary and 
secondary advisor and the instructor(s) of the HST 420 Philosophies of 
History and HST 499 Senior Thesis capstone courses. Evaluation takes 
place during the senior year, and encompasses all graduating seniors in 
the major. Senior thesis projects are assembled and disseminated in on-
line format, and in formal, public presentations in conference setting 
each Spring term. All departmental faculty participate in these 
conferences to gain a joint understanding of the relative success of the 
program as represented in the accomplishments of each graduating 
senior in the completion of this senior thesis process. 

Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). The assessment 
method, as noted above, is a capstone project and process. The senior 
thesis process begins in Fall term, with student proposals of thesis 
project, organization of advisement committee, and contract with 
instructor of HST 499. It continues in Winter term in HST 420, under 
the direction of the course instructor, in developing theory and methods 
understanding appropriate to the selected project. In concludes in Spring 
term in HST 499 , under the direction of senior thesis advisors and 
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course instructor, as each student explores background literature, 
develops a range of primary and secondary sources, and applies methods 
of critical analysis and theory to develop an original, historical argument 
that demonstrates a firm grasp of appropriate use of primary and 
secondary sources as appropriate to the theory and methods of this 
discipline. These are all skills that are developed in previous coursework 
during the student’s lower division and upper-division experience in the 
major. 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? The senior thesis is evaluated by 
two independent readers—the primary and secondary advisor for each student 
as identified in the student contract developed in Fall term. Each reader 
independently reads and evaluates the process and product of the senior thesis 
project, in its entirety, including oral presentations, and then assigns a letter 
grade with corresponding numerical score, following common guidelines in the 
course syllabus as developed each year by the course instructor. The course 
instructor then collates the assigned scores, adds a third score assessing the 
student’s in-class involvement for the HST 499 Senior Thesis course, and then 
assigns an overall grade for the course. Students must attain at least a C- level 
overall for the course, and at least a C- level from the primary advisor in order 
to pass HST 499, which is a minimum requirement for graduation in this major. 
 
Assessment of the Senior Seminar process also takes place in the context of 
department meetings each fall term in preparation for the initiation of the 
coming year’s thesis process. 
  
 

 

Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. All completed senior thesis projects are posted on line and available for 
public viewing through links accessible on the departmental website. 
  
 

 
 
 

Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
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Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

Engage multiple historical methodologies and multiple 
sources to produce well-researched written work 
 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. All students who complete the history major are expected to 
meet these objectives at the C- level or better. At a minimum, they must 
be able to demonstrate these skills in independent work, in consultation 
with primary and secondary advisors. 
  
 

Data Source 

Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size. All students who complete the history major will 
produce a senior thesis, working in consultation with a primary and 
secondary advisor and the instructor(s) of the HST 420 Philosophies of 
History and HST 499 Senior Thesis capstone courses. Evaluation takes 
place during the senior year, and encompasses all graduating seniors in 
the major. Senior thesis projects are assembled and disseminated in on-
line format, and in formal, public presentations in conference setting 
each Spring term. All departmental faculty participate in these 
conferences to gain a joint understanding of the relative success of the 
program as represented in the accomplishments of each graduating 
senior in the completion of this senior thesis process. 
 

Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). The assessment 
method, as noted above, is a capstone project and process. The senior 
thesis process begins in Fall term, with student proposals of thesis 
project, organization of advisement committee, and contract with 
instructor of HST 499. It continues in Winter term in HST 420, under 
the direction of the course instructor, in developing theory and methods 
understanding appropriate to the selected project. It concludes in Spring 
term in HST 499 , under the direction of senior thesis advisors and 
course instructor, as each student explores background literature, 
develops a range of primary and secondary sources, and applies methods 
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of critical analysis and theory to develop an original, historical argument 
that demonstrates a firm grasp of appropriate use of primary and 
secondary sources as appropriate to the theory and methods of this 
discipline. These are all skills that are developed in previous coursework 
during the student’s lower division and upper-division experience in the 
major. This process emphasizes and prioritizes high-quality, polished, 
written work. 
 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? The senior thesis is evaluated by 
two independent readers—the primary and secondary advisor for each student 
as identified in the student contract developed in Fall term. Each reader 
independently reads and evaluates the process and product of the senior thesis 
project, in its entirety, including oral presentations, and then assigns a letter 
grade with corresponding numerical score, following common guidelines in the 
course syllabus as developed each year by the course instructor. The course 
instructor then collates the assigned scores, adds a third score assessing the 
student’s in-class involvement for the HST 499 Senior Thesis course, and then 
assigns an overall grade for the course. Students must attain at least a C- level 
overall for the course, and at least a C- level from the primary advisor in order 
to pass HST 499, which is a minimum requirement for graduation in this major. 
 
Assessment of the Senior Seminar process also takes place in the context of 
department meetings each fall term in preparation for the initiation of the 
coming year’s thesis process. 

 

Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. All completed senior thesis projects are posted on line and available for 
public viewing through links accessible on the departmental website. 

 
 
 
 

Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 
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Outcome 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

explain historical developments across multiple cultures 
and regions 

 

Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. All students who complete the history major are expected to 
meet these objectives at the C- level or better. At a minimum, they must 
be able to demonstrate these skills in independent work, in consultation 
with primary and secondary advisors. 
  
  

Data Source 

Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, and 
estimated sample size. All students who complete the history major will 
produce a senior thesis, working in consultation with ta primary and 
secondary advisor and the instructor(s) of the HST 420 Philosophies of 
History and HST 499 Senior Thesis capstone courses. The HST 420 and 
HST 499 courses are conducted as culminating seminars that involve 
substantial peer assessment and collaborative learning during the in-
class components of the process. Students critically evaluate, discuss, 
and explore the range of senior thesis projects represented by the 
participants in each seminar, and in doing so, they gain an appreciation 
for the research methods, sources, methods, and concerns of projects 
beyond their own field of expertise and interest. Students from across 
the discipline work with the range of faculty in the program, and 
projects are representative of the range of upper-division course 
offerings in the major, which are specifically designed to explore and 
explain historical developments across multiple cultures and regions. 
Evaluation takes place during the senior year, and encompasses all 
graduating seniors in the major. Senior thesis projects are assembled and 
disseminated in on-line format, and in formal, public presentations in 
conference setting each Spring term. All departmental faculty participate 
in these conferences to gain a joint understanding of the relative success 
of the program as represented in the accomplishments of each 
graduating senior in the completion of this senior thesis process. In 
completing this process, students demonstrate an engagement with and 
an appreciation for the goals of cross-cultural and cross-regional 
comparisons, understandings, methods, and theory as it relates to 
historical developments.  

Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). The assessment 
method, as noted above, is a capstone project and process. The senior 
thesis process begins in Fall term, with student proposals of thesis 
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project, organization of advisement committee, and contract with 
instructor of HST 499. It continues in Winter term in HST 420, under 
the direction of the course instructor, in developing theory and methods 
understanding appropriate to the selected project. It concludes in Spring 
term in HST 499, under the direction of senior thesis advisors and 
course instructor, as each student explores background literature, 
develops a range of primary and secondary sources, and applies methods 
of critical analysis and theory to develop an original, historical argument 
that demonstrates a firm grasp of appropriate use of primary and 
secondary sources as appropriate to the theory and methods of this 
discipline. Both the HST 420 and HST 499 courses are structured as 
collaborative seminars in which students are engaged in peer evaluation 
and assessment of each others’ projects. These in-class components 
require them to engage projects that explore other cultures and other 
regions beyond their own defined thesis, and these in-class components 
account for approximately one-third of the overall grade for each 
seminar and are assigned by the course instructor based on individual 
criteria as defined in each year’s syllabus for these courses. These are 
also skills that are developed in previous coursework during the 
student’s lower division and upper-division experience in the major, 
which is structured so as to require broad preparation across different 
regions, cultures, and eras, developing professional skills of historical 
analysis, research, and writing. 
 
 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? The senior thesis is evaluated by 
two independent readers—the primary and secondary advisor for each student 
as identified in the student contract developed in Fall term. Each reader 
independently reads and evaluates the process and product of the senior thesis 
project, in its entirety, including oral presentations, and then assigns a letter 
grade with corresponding numerical score, following common guidelines in the 
course syllabus as developed each year by the course instructor. The course 
instructor then collates the assigned scores, adds a third score assessing the 
student’s in-class involvement for the HST 499 Senior Thesis course, and then 
assigns an overall grade for the course. Students must attain at least a C- level 
overall for the course, and at least a C- level from the primary advisor in order 
to pass HST 499, which is a minimum requirement for graduation in this major. 
 
 Assessment of the Senior Seminar process also takes place in the context of 
department meetings each fall term in preparation for the initiation of the 
coming year’s thesis process. 
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Evidence Storage 

Describe how/where the evidence pertaining to the assessment process is being archived. 
Electronic archive is preferred when possible.  Please be certain that records can be retrieved 
for review by internal (e.g., division, college, university) or external (e.g., NWCCU) 
reviewers. All completed senior thesis projects are posted on line and available for 
public viewing through links accessible on the departmental website. Each senior 
thesis is, in part, a product of the peer evaluation and in-class seminar 
experience, providing evidence of the degree to which each candidate for 
graduation situated their project within the expectations of this program to meet 
this learning outcome. 
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Archival Summary Report: Departmental Learning Outcomes Assessment 
(Please complete this form for each academic PROGRAM that is assessed.) 

 
Program:  __History BA/BS__  Department:  _History___  Division:  ___Social Science__________      
 
Department contact: ___Dr. David Doellinger____ Date:   ____September 28, 2014________________     
 
 

1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
Mission: 
Promote a community of scholars dedicated to excellence in teaching, research, professional  
and community service. This community connects students with the past through a global 
and comparative perspective and provides them with the tools for critical thinking and 
analysis that are the foundation of the liberal arts education. 
Learning outcomes: 
1. Critically analyze, synthesize, and evaluate primary and secondary historical sources. 
2. Engage multiple historical methodologies and multiple sources to produce well-researched 
written work. 
3. explain historical developments across multiple cultures and regions 

 
2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone or 

thesis project, class presentation) Senior thesis process: Fall 2013 individual planning and construction of 
student contract with assigned Primary and Secondary advisors, as discussed and reviewed in regular 
meetings of departmental faculty during Fall 2013 term and in general advisement meetings with students 
planning to enroll in HST 420; Winter 2014 HST 420 Philosophies of History student experiences and 
instructor evaluations of student results, in consultation with contracted primary and secondary readers, and 
as discussed at regular meetings of departmental faculty during Winter 2014 term; Spring 2014 HST 499 
Senior Thesis student experiences and evaluations of student results by primary reader, secondary reader, 
and course instructor, and as discussed at regular meetings of departmental faculty during Spring 2014. 
Faculty discussed and assessed the results of student presentations at Academic Excellence and at the 
concluding departmental conference presentations at the end of Spring term, and considered the success of 
the process in demonstrating the strengths and weaknesses of each student, and in terms of the degree to 
which it reflected the success of program offerings and requirements.  Assessment of the Senior Seminar 
process also takes place in the context of department meetings each fall term in preparation for the 
initiation of the coming year’s thesis process. 

 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from reviewing 
the data?  

a. Learning outcome 1: Every student who completed HST 499 Senior Thesis successfully met the 
requirements and expectations of the faculty, demonstrating an ability to analyze, synthesize, and 
evaluate primary and secondary historical sources, and each student did so at a higher level than 
that student had managed to demonstrate in previous undergraduate work. This indicates that the 
cumulative effect of the diverse range of program requirements built to a point where even 
relatively marginal students were performing at or near graduate-level expectations by the end of 
this process. 

b. Learning outcome 2: The research and writing of the completed senior thesis projects 
demonstrated that each student who completed HST 499 this year had developed a significant 
grasp of historical methodologies and sources required to accomplish well-researched written 
work. Cohort engagement was strong, and students were remarkably supportive of each other’s 
work, which crossed many regional and cultural boundaries, and which deployed a wide range of 
methodologies, theoretical approaches, and sources. 

c. Learning outcome 3: In both oral and written presentations of the completed projects, and during 
in-class peer assessment and collaborative learning components, each student demonstrated strong 
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interest in, support for, and facility in working with and explaining historical developments across 
multiple cultures and regions. 

 
 

4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  
History department faculty remain committed to offering a wide range of specialty courses at the upper-
division level that engage students in critical thinking about historical developments across multiple 
cultures and regions. The faculty found that the strategy of restricting the size of upper-division courses to 
no more than 20 students, and preferably fewer than 15 students, made it possible to assign meaningful 
research and writing projects that held students to a high standard of learning and skills development, 
engaging them with primary and secondary sources, with multiple and diverse methods and theories of 
historical analysis, and encouraging comparative and wide-ranging exposure to various cultures and 
historical narrative traditions. The department is especially concerned with advancing and promoting the 
courses that serve the interdisciplinary minors, including gender studies, environmental studies, chicano 
studies, Latin American studies, and other offerings that bring history students into close engagement with 
students from other disciplines, and that enrich and encourage the development of advanced theoretical 
approaches and methodologies. This means maintaining the current areas of specialization, and hiring, as 
soon as possible, a tenure-track position in Environmental and Public history. Faculty are especially 
concerned with the need to continue their own productive research and writing agendas so that they will 
continue to serve as credible and inspiring mentors for emerging undergraduate scholars who engage the 
senior thesis process. Faculty research, in this discipline, informs and renews undergraduate offerings and 
encourages students who major in history to more deeply engage the foundations of this academic 
discipline. 

 


