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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed? We developed a case study (embedded assignment) to 
assess all three outcomes:   
 
1. Identify	the	needs	of	older	adults	and	assess	alternatives	to	address	those	needs.	
2. Explain	the	cognitive,	physical,	and	social	changes	associated	with	older	adulthood.	
3. Apply	perspectives	from	two	or	more	disciplines	to	understanding	the	needs	of	older	adults.	

 
2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 

or thesis project, class presentation) 
 
The data were collected from students  (N = 5) who were enrolled in Gero 411:  Gerontology 
Practicum II during winter term, 2014. This course consists of 120 hours of practicum work and is 
considered a senior level/capstone course that prepares students for career opportunities through skill 
development, work in a professional setting, and integration of course content across the major in an 
applied manner. Students were presented with a case study that highlighted on older adult with 
cognitive and physical challenges and asked to analyze her case, utilizing the learning they have 
garnered in gerontology courses and fieldwork.  

 
3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 

reviewing the data?  
 

Five students took the assessment. The assessment outcome categories were 1) Exceeding 
Proficiency; 2) Meeting Proficiency; 3) Approaching Proficiency; and 4) Not meeting Proficiency. Of 
the 5 students, 1 student was evaluated across all learning objectives as Exceeding Proficiency and 4 
students were evaluated across all learning objectives as Meeting Proficiency.  Regarding each 
individual learning objective: 
 

I. Identify	the	needs	of	older	adults	and	assess	alternatives	to	address	those	needs.		One	student	
exceeded	proficiency	and	four	students	met	proficiency.	

II. Explain	the	cognitive,	physical,	and	social	changes	associated	with	older	adulthood.	One	student	
exceeded	proficiency	and	four	students	met	proficiency.	

III. Apply	perspectives	from	two	or	more	disciplines	to	understanding	the	needs	of	older	adults.	
One	student	exceeded	proficiency,	one	student	met	proficiency,	and	three	students	approached	
proficiency.		
	

What we learned:   
 

a) Four	students	who	were	part	of	the	assessment	had	cumulative	GPAS	>	3.6	and	represented	
the	top	10	percent	of	our	gerontology	majors.		Additionally,	3/5	students	were	non-
traditional	students	and	had	professional	work	experience	serving	older	adults.		This	may	
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influence	the	assessment	outcomes.		Further	assessment	of	more	graduates	will	allow	us	to	
have	a	better	base	from	which	to	evaluate	our	learning	objectives.	Gerontology	majors	have	
a	wide	range	of	academic	grade	point	averages	and	work	experience	with	older	adults.		

b) Gero	411	was	also	taught	summer	2014	and	students	were	asked	to	complete	the	
assessment.	The	students	in	this	summer	course	were	varied	in	terms	of	their	experience	
within	our	program,	with	most	students	at	least	four	or	more	academic	terms	from	
graduation	.		Additionally,	a	few	students	came	directly	from	Chemeketa	and	Portland	
Community	Colleges	and	did	not	have	the	upper-division	coursework	from	our	program	that	
would	help	in	evaluating	the	effectiveness	of	our	program	curriculum.	We	are	currently	
drafting	curriculum	changes	to	require	a	completion	of	some	upper	division	coursework	
before	taking	Gero	411:	Gerontology	Practicum	II.		We	are	also	determining	if	the	
assessment	will	be	given	to	all	students	but	only	utilized	for	the	purpose	of	this	assessment	if	
they	are	within	two	or	three	terms	of	graduation.		This	is	an	issue	as	the	case	study	is	an	
embedded	assignment	within	the	course.		

 
IV. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  

 
a) As	we	are	a	new	major,	this	was	our	pilot	attempt	at	assessment.		The	gerontology	

department	faculty	will	review	the	assessment	rubric	and	case	study	this	fall	to	determine	
any	revisions	we	may	want	to	make.		

b) One	learning	objective,	which	appeared	to	be	more	challenging	for	students,	was	
demonstration	of	a	multidisciplinary	perspective	when	analyzing	the	case	study.	The	faculty	
will	review	the	curriculum	accordingly	and	also	the	instructions	for	the	case	study	in	regard	
to	this	learning	objective.	


