
French & German Learning Outcomes Assessment, 2014-15 

French Language assessments [M. Ival]: 

  I gave evaluations at A1 level (reading an listening only for FR 103), A2 level 
(listening in FR 201, reading, listening, speaking and writing in FR 202, reading and 
listening in FR 203))  and B1 level for third year (Fall (listening), winter (4 skills) 
and Spring (4 skills) using material taken from Three books of practice tests for the 
DELF (Diplôme d’Etudes en Langue Française -  the most recognized evaluation test 
for the French language in France, which uses the levels from the Common 
European framework of reference for languages).  I got the books purchased last 
year in view of giving these tests and evaluate the level and progress of the 
students.    

 There are pros and cons to the evaluations I gave.  The pros are that it was 
very interesting to see what kind of test are given and compare to the tests I use.  
They are obviously much less interested in language structure (I test for listening, 
speaking, reading and writing, but I also test for grammar skills, because I teach 
grammar rules, and I want to see how much the students retained) and more in 
actual communication/comprehension skills.  The other interesting thing is that the 
level of the material is much more complex than I would give to my students in a 
test, but they only need an average of 50% to pass the tests (all tests are graded 
out of 25).  So it truly tests for a global understanding more than for details.   

 The downside is that it’s hard to measure the progress of my students.  
Maybe I will get a better idea next year when retesting the second year students in 
third year.  But in third year I tested them for listening and reading twice following 
the exam rules, and in first test their listening skills were much lower than their 
reading skills, and in the second one it was the other way round.  However, all the 
students “passed” the test, since they need 50%.  The speaking and writing skills 
were usually better than listening and reading, but I don’t know if it’s because of 
the way I grade.  Grading speaking and writing, even following the guidelines, is a 
lot more subjective.  To give you an example, one student in the spring got 4.6/10 
(listening), 4 /10 (reading), 7.2/10 (speaking), 8.8/10  (writing).  Another student 
got 4.1 (L), 5 (R), 7.6 (S) and 7.4 (writing).  This experience made me really 
interested in training to become an official examiner for the test so I would know 
for sure that I graded the test right, because I feel that their way of testing is very 
good.  I am also generally interested to figure out what is more important: between 
correction and communication.  Is it better to speak correctly but slowly or is it 
better to speak incorrectly but fluently?  At what point a bad grammar prevents you 
from understanding somebody? How important is it to actually teach grammar?  I 
contacted the French consulate representative to find out more about how to 
become an official examiner for the DELF exam and she told me that no training 
session is actually planned in the near future near me (the closest training center 
would be the Alliance Française in Seattle).  I’ll keep looking into that option for the 
future as a professional development opportunity that would benefit the University. 



 So in the meantime, I gave some evaluation tests but I don’t know if I 
corrected them accurately.  But besides the grading, the results can be misleading.  
In reading and writing (the 2 tests where grading is very straightforward) for 
second year, for example, 11 out of 13 students were above the cut off (50%) for 
A2 levels in Spring.  However  the results are deceptive, because looking at 
Listening vs reading skills tells a completely different story (listening only: 6 out of 
13 got more than 50%, reading only: 14 out of 14 got more than 50%).  For this 
exam, I just took the mock practice tests as they were in the book, so it has 
nothing to do with how I chose them.  I could think that my students are worse at 
listening than reading (they probably are).  I could think that for English speakers, 
the reading is going to be much stronger because of their English skills and 
vocabulary they can apply to French.  The pronunciation makes it a lot harder to 
use these skills for listening, and you don’t have time (the recordings are really 
fast).  I could think that the tests were unbalanced.  I’m just not sure what to 
think, and since I am the only one giving the test, it’s hard to get an opinion, 
although I think the other language teachers might be struggling with the same 
issues.  Figuring out these tests has been somewhat frustrating, but also really 
interesting.  I like the idea of giving full grade if students get half of the answers 
right, but making the listening/reading a little more challenging.  When grading 
speaking, it was interesting to see how little what I normally pay a lot of attention 
to (sentence structure, verbs, agreements) is worth (8 out of 25) when other things 
I don’t consider are part of the grading (i.e.: adapt your speech to the situation, 
verify and confirm information).  I feel that, although it was probably not the point 
of the activity, this evaluation made me a better teacher and gave me good ideas 
for different assessments and different grading systems for the future.   I still need 
to work out how to best use the results to assess the student progress.  

 Evaluation results in Spring (such as they are) 

FR 303: 4 students took complete test, 4 at B1 level  

FR 203: 13 students took reading/listening test, 11 at A2 level. 

FR 103: 9 students took reading/listening test , 7 at A1 level. 

 

German Language Assessments 

For GL 103: 69% of students scored 60% or higher on tests. 60% is the 
passing score for the Zertifikat A1 Exams from the Goethe Institute. Please 
see attached for further explanation.  

For GL 203: 40% of students scored 60% or higher on tests. 60% is the 
passing score for the Zertifikat A2 Exams from the Goethe Institute. Please 
see attached for further explanation. 



For GL 303: 50% of students scored 60% or higher on tests. 60% is the 
passing score for the Zertifikat B1 Exams from the Goethe Institute. Please 
see attached for further explanation. 

  

The German Program uses the Berliner Platz series by Langenscheidt. It’s a four year text book 
series that prepares students for internationally recognized Proficiency Exams. Germany 
requires non-nationals who plan to work or study in Germany or to become citizens to pass the 
appropriate Exam. 

The Goethe Institute trains testers world-wide to administer the Exams. WOU became a 
certified testing center four-five years ago by having two certified faculty testers. Students pay 
$90-$120 depending on the level of Exam.   

The chapter tests in Berliner Platz are shorter versions of the Proficiency Exams and provide an 
excellent predictor of student success on those Exams. Students are not required to take the 
Exams but German Studies Minors have the option of taking the B1 Exam in lieu of one 
required upper division course and to receive a grade based on their Exam scores. German 
Studies Majors are required to study abroad and are encouraged to take the appropriate Exam 
on site.  

Since WOU became a testing center a number of German Studies Minors has taken and 
passed the B1 Exam with high scores. The most recent testing was in June 2014, when two 
students passed three of four sections on the B1 Exam. Their overall score resulted in a “B” for 
one student and a “C” for the other. One non-student took and failed the A2 exam. 

The performance of these recent students was disappointing but not surprising. Both had been 
top students in their German classes but neither had been in a class for two or more years. 
They were familiar with the topics and the style of the Exam but their lack of practice was 
evident in their performance. 

Based on our experience with the Berliner Platz series and the Proficiency Exams, using the 
chapter tests as an assessment of student performance is appropriate and justified. 


