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 Departmental Assessment Plan:  Student Learning Outcomes 
(Please submit, electronically, to division office.) 

 
Program Information 

Academic Program (Major) English 

Degree B.A. in English/Literature major, B.A. in English/Linguistics major, B.A. in 
English/Writing major 

Department English 

Division Humanities 

Academic Year 2013-2014  

Departmental Contact Person  

Name  
 Dr. Uma Shrestha 

Title Professor, Chair 

Department English 

E-Mail Address shrestu@mail.wou.edu 

Extension 88377 

Program Mission Statement and Learning Outcomes 

 
Mission 
Provides personalized learning opportunities leading to advanced studies, or a variety of careers including teaching, writing, 
editing, linguistics and literature. The various programs help students develop a broad knowledge of literature, language and 
writing to foster analytical and critical skills. Students encounter new ideas; appreciate aesthetic and practical language; 
become impassioned readers, writers, and thinkers; and gain perspectives in assimilating and evaluating their new 
experiences. 
   

Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 



College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
  
 

 (From original design, courtesy of Intuitional Research & Decision Support Office, Stanford University)                                          (11/2011)     2 
 

English/Literature major 

Outcome 1 
Discuss the relation of literary works to a variety of traditions and 
genres. 
 

Outcome 2 
 

Apply theories and research methods to analyze and interpret 
literature. 
 

Outcome 3 
 

Analyze relationships between literature and culture, society, and 
the individual. 
 

 

English/Linguistics major 

Outcome 1 

Analyze issues in language usage, language variation, language 
acquisition and history of the English language, with special 
attention to writing, literacy and language arts. 
 

Outcome 2 
 

Explain and analyze structure and function in the English language 
system. 
 

Outcome 3 
 

Analyze the relationship between language and culture, society and 
the individual. 
 

 

English/Writing major 

Outcome 1 
Demonstrate appropriate aims of discourse, rhetorical strategies 
and artistic craft. 
 

Outcome 2 
 

Apply writing theory to practice. 
 

Outcome 3 
 

Analyze the relationship between writing and culture, society and 
the individual. 
 

 

Target 

Describe what level of proficiency or percent student attainment of the stated learning 
outcome. 
We desire for 80% to 100% accomplishment in all means of assessment of the stated 
learning outcomes. 
 

Data Source 
Describe where and when data will be collected, how and if students will be sampled, 
and estimated sample size.  
The data has been/will be collected during one of the last two terms of senior year. We 
do not sample students since the data is based on the student enrollment. 

Means of Assessment 

Describe in detail the method of assessment you will be using (e.g., capstone project, 
course-embedded assessment, standardized instrument, etc.). 
Capstone project; syllabus attached 
 
 

Means of Scoring 

Describe how you will score the assessment. For example, will you use a rubric or answer 
key, or will it be scored by a testing company? (If you plan to use a rubric, be sure to 
include the rubric as an appendix.) Who will do the scoring? One or more people? How 
will scores be reported (e.g., total scales or subscores)? 
Every year a sub-committee is formed, comprising of a representative from each track. 
They assess the portfolios based on a scoring rubric.  
This year, Dr. Henry Hughes, Dr. Katherine Schmidt, and Dr. Curtis Yehnert will 
serve on the committee 
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This year we will be assessing the first learning outcomes in all the tracks. The sub 
committee will come up with the scoring rubrics. 
 
 

 


