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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 
The department is taking a one year hiatus in program review.  Data in English derives from review of 
Senior Portfolios.  Since summer 2014, ten literature portfolios, two linguistic portfolios, and seven writing 
portfolios have been collected.  Waiting a year to review portfolios will allow for a larger, more 
representative pool of data to accumulate and will result in a clearer picture of the effectiveness of our 
programs.  Further, the department assessed all three learning outcomes in each program in 2014, leading to 
the recognition that the language of several of the 2014 learning outcomes in all three tracks needed revision 
to render them more assessable.  2014 language such as “develop an appreciation of,” “understand . . .,” and 
“recognize . . .” have been revised respectively to read “discuss the relation of,” “apply theories and research 
methods to . . . ,” and “analyze relationships between . . . .”   Assessing last year’s portfolios on the basis of 
learning outcomes that no longer apply seems less desirable than waiting to assess a more representative 
body of student work with current outcomes.  Finally, in light of the significant restructuring of the writing 
track passed last academic year, in part in response to portfolio reviews, student surveys, and changing 
faculty strengths, it would not be productive to assess a program that differs substantially from what is 
currently in place.   
 
In light of the above, we attach a copy of the 2014 Outcomes Report and look forward to analyzing and 
submitting data in 2016. 
 
 
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 
or thesis project, class presentation) 

 
Senior Portfolios read and scored by specialists in each track in the major: linguistics, literature, and writing.  
 
 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 
reviewing the data?  

 
See attached 2014 report and item one above. 
 
 
 
 

4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  
 
See item one above. 


