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1. What learning outcome(s) was assessed?  
 
Apply basic theories and practices in entry-level positions in criminal justice or related fields. 
 

2. Where did you get the data for assessment?  (e.g., employer survey, embedded assessment, capstone 
or thesis project, class presentation) 

 
Three faculty members evaluated the final practicum reports of 10/91 students.  The students were selected 
from a list of all 2013 Spring and Summer practicums using a random numbers table. 
 
 

3. What were the findings of the assessment?  What did faculty learn about student learning from 
reviewing the data?  

 
After reading the reports, all three faculty members agreed that basic theory and practices were not 
sufficiently addressed in the practicum reports, i.e. 0 out of 10 reports incorporate criminal justice or any 
other social science theory. Neither have students presented their practicum experience as tied to standard 
criminal justice methods or practices despite the fact that both method and theory have been part of their 
previous course curriculum. 
 

4. What changes, if any, will faculty make to curriculum as a result of assessment?  
 

As a result of this assessment the department should either:  

1. Develop another method for assessing learning outcomes.  For example, there has previously been 
some work in creating a pre- and post-test assessment of department goals.  Faculty members of the 
department should consider whether or not to adopt this method as an alternative for assessing 
student outcomes, or 

2. Rewrite the practicum report assignment to further address this particular outcome.  Currently the 
practicum report guidelines are as follows:   

The paper should be 5-10 pages in length and should describe and explain the work performed, relate the work 
experience to your education and to the academic goals established at the beginning of the practicum, and 
evaluate the practicum experience. The description will likely be a condensed version of your journal; the 
evaluation component should discuss how your experience has helped you gain a better understanding of the 
issues you’ve learned about (or at least been introduced to) in the various CJ courses you have completed at 
WOU. Additionally, review your list of goal statements and discuss whether you accomplished these goals and 
whether there are additional goals that, in retrospect, you could or should have included. 

Perhaps “issues you’ve learned about (or at least been introduced to)” should be replaced with “criminal 
justice methods and theory”. 


