
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
  
 

 (From original design, courtesy of Intuitional Research & Decision Support Office, Stanford University)                                          (11/2011)     1 
 

 Departmental Assessment Plan:  Student Learning Outcomes 
(Please submit, electronically, to division office.) 

 
Program Information 

Academic Program (Major) Gerontology 

Degree Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Arts, Applied Baccalaureate 

Department Gerontology 

Division Behavioral Sciences 

Academic Year  2014-2015 

Departmental Contact Person  

Name  Margaret M. Manoogian 

Title Associate Professor 

Department Gerontology 

E-Mail Address manoogim@wou.edu 

Extension 1-4201 

Program Mission Statement and Learning Outcomes 

 
Provide students with a multidisciplinary foundation of core knowledge and skills drawn from the field of 
gerontology, psychology, social work, health, political science, communications, and business. Students will gain 
competencies in assessing, evaluating, and integrating sources of knowledge within the field. They will develop 
and refine essential skills through service-learning and practicum experiences. Graduates will apply such 
knowledge and skills in a manner consistent with professional standards and practice.  
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Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
Identify the needs of older adults and assess alternatives to 
address those needs. 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Target Eighty percent of the graduating seniors should meet proficiency in each stated 
learning outcome.  

Data Source 

Data is gathered as an embedded case study assignment in Gero 411: 
Gerontology Practicum II offered both winter and summer academic terms.  All 
students in the course will be asked to complete the assignment as part of their 
capstone final practicum paper yet only those students within three terms of 
graduation or less will be evaluated for the purposes of this assessment.  The 
sample size will be approximately 15 students, depending on the number of 
graduating seniors for that specific year. We are a small but growing academic 
department.   
 

Means of Assessment 

Students will be asked to evaluate the following case study which is a course 
embedded project in the final practicum course offered in the department:   
 
Imagine an 82-year-old woman, who was widowed 2 years ago, suffered a fall 
that resulted in bruising and a severely sprained wrist. She has been discharged 
from the hospital but she appears to be at a fall risk and her physical therapist 
recommends regular outpatient visits and exercises at home to improve 
strength. The woman currently lives in a two-story home by herself. She has her 
driver’s license but gets lost at times and her son has expressed concerns about 
her driving. Although her adult daughter lives geographically close, both the 
mother and daughter are not interested in moving in together. 
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Means of Scoring 

A learning objectives rubric has been developed by departmental faculty for this 
case study assignment that addresses all three departmental learning objectives. 
A minimum of two faculty members in the gerontology department will score 
each student assessment. Scores will be reported by both a total score that is 
cumulative across all three learning objectives and subscores for each individual 
learning outcome.   
  

 

Evidence Storage 
Currently, the assessment for gerontology is in a folder that is secured in the 
Behavioral Sciences Division office with a second copy in the office of Margaret 
Manoogian, Associate Professor of Gerontology and Gerontology Department Head.  

 
 
 

Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
Explain the cognitive, physical, and social changes associated with 
older adulthood. 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Target 

Eighty percent of the graduating seniors should meet proficiency of each stated 
learning outcome.  
 
 
 

Data Source 

Data will be gathered as an embedded case study assignment in Gero 411: Gerontology 
Practicum II offered both winter and summer academic terms.  All students in the 
course will be asked to complete the assignment as part of their capstone final 
practicum paper yet only those students within three terms of graduate or less will be 
evaluated for the purposes of this assessment.  The sample size will be approximately 
15 students, depending on the number of graduating seniors for that specific year. We 
are a small but growing academic department.   
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Means of Assessment 

Students will be asked to evaluate the following case study which is a course 
embedded project in the final practicum course offered in the department:   
 
Imagine an 82-year-old woman, who was widowed 2 years ago, suffered a fall that 
resulted in bruising and a severely sprained wrist. She has been discharged from the 
hospital but she appears to be at a fall risk and her physical therapist recommends 
regular outpatient visits and exercises at home to improve strength. The woman 
currently lives in a two-story home by herself. She has her driver’s license but gets lost 
at times and her son has expressed concerns about her driving. Although her adult 
daughter lives geographically close, both the mother and daughter are not interested in 
moving in together. 
 

Means of Scoring 

A learning objectives rubric has been developed by departmental faculty for this case 
study assignment that addresses all three departmental learning objectives. A minimum 
of two faculty members in the gerontology department will score each student 
assessment. Scores will be reported by both a total score that is cumulative across all 
three learning objectives and subscores for each individual learning outcome.   

 

Evidence Storage 
Currently, the assessment for gerontology is in a folder that is secured in the 
Behavioral Sciences Division office with a second copy in the office of Margaret 
Manoogian, Associate Professor of Gerontology and Gerontology Department Head.  

 
 
 
 

Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
Apply perspectives from two or more disciplines to understanding 
the needs of older adults. 
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Target 
Eighty percent of the graduating seniors should meet proficiency of each stated 
learning outcome.  
 

Data Source 

Data will be gathered as an embedded case study assignment in Gero 411: Gerontology 
Practicum II offered both winter and summer academic terms.  All students in the 
course will be asked to complete the assignment as part of their capstone final 
practicum paper yet only those students within three terms of graduate or less will be 
evaluated for the purposes of this assessment.  The sample size will be approximately 
15 students, depending on the number of graduating seniors for that specific year. We 
are a small but growing academic department.   
 

Means of Assessment 

Students will be asked to evaluate the following case study which is a course 
embedded project in the final practicum course offered in the department:   
 
Imagine an 82-year-old woman, who was widowed 2 years ago, suffered a fall that 
resulted in bruising and a severely sprained wrist. She has been discharged from the 
hospital but she appears to be at a fall risk and her physical therapist recommends 
regular outpatient visits and exercises at home to improve strength. The woman 
currently lives in a two-story home by herself. She has her driver’s license but gets lost 
at times and her son has expressed concerns about her driving. Although her adult 
daughter lives geographically close, both the mother and daughter are not interested in 
moving in together. 
 

Means of Scoring 

A learning objectives rubric has been developed by departmental faculty for this case 
study assignment that addresses all three departmental learning objectives. A minimum 
of two faculty members in the gerontology department will score each student 
assessment. Scores will be reported by both a total score that is cumulative across all 
three learning objectives and subscores for each individual learning outcome.   

 

Evidence Storage 
Currently, the assessment for gerontology is in a folder that is secured in the 
Behavioral Sciences Division office with a second copy in the office of Margaret 
Manoogian, Associate Professor of Gerontology and Gerontology Department Head.  

 


