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 Departmental Assessment Plan:  Student Learning Outcomes 
(Please submit, electronically, to division office.) 

 
Program Information 

Academic Program (Major) Geography – consistent with the program’s service role, our assessment of 
student learning will include work from both majors and non-majors and the use 
of instruments in courses with students from different degree programs and at 
different levels of the curriculum. 

Degree BA/BS 

Department Geography 

Division Social Science 

Academic Year 2014-2015 

Departmental Contact Person  

Name Shaun Huston 
  

Title Department Chair 

Department Geography 

E-Mail Address hustons@wou.edu 

Extension 503-838-8296 

Program Mission Statement and Learning Outcomes 

 
To be recognized for excellence in teaching and scholarship, and graduating students who are critical thinkers with 
a keen awareness and appreciation of the geographic dimensions of society. 
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Program Learning Outcome Assessment 
 

Learning Outcomes published in 
the most recent academic 
catalog. 

Outcome 1 

 
 
Explain important elements of geographic thought and 
practice. 
 

Outcome 2 
 

 
Interpret the geographic contexts for social relations and cultures. 
 
 
 

Outcome 3 
 

 
 
Interpret human-environment relations. 
 
 

 

Target 

We anticipate a range of proficiencies from students enrolled in the identified 
courses, from being able to perform a rudimentary interpretation to a fully 
developed argument. 
  
 
 

Data Source 

Data will be collected from two courses: GEOG 107 (Spring 2015, 47 students) 
and GEOG 495 (Spring 2015, 13 students).  
 
 

Means of Assessment 

In GEOG 107, the assessment instrument will be an essay question on the final 
exam asking students to explain the contextual factors related to the rise in 
obesity and diabetes in the U.S. Students will have the option to submit a 
preliminary draft for review. 
 
In GEOG 495, the assessment instrument will be an essay on the topic, “Why do 
you study geography?” Students will have worked on this essay in stages during 
the term. The final draft will be used for the assessment. 
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Means of Scoring 

The essay question for GEOG 107 will be scored by Mike McGlade, the 
professor assigned to the sections of the course included in the assessment. 
Students will be provided with all the evidence they need to perform the 
required interpretation. The question for assessment is how proficient a student 
is in using the provided evidence to articulate the contextual factors related to 
obesity and diabetes. 
 
The essay in GEOG 495 will be scored by Shaun Huston, the professor assigned 
to the course. For assessment purposes, the primary question to be answered is 
how frequently and to what extent the interpretation of the geographic contexts 
for social relations and cultures is cited by students in responding to the prompt. 
The students enrolled in this course are either majors (6/13) or upper division 
Social Science students and geography minors. This essay is an opportunity to 
assess how critical this learning outcome is to student self-assessment of their 
program of study in relation to geography. 
 

 

Evidence Storage 

Assessment plans and reports and other documentation will be stored in the 
Geography folder on the Shared Social Science Drive and in the network drive of 
the department chair. 
  
 

 


