Safety/Energy Conservation Committee Meeting Minutes
January 20, 2009
Present:  Jay Carey, Chelsee Blatner, Lori Davidson, Jennifer Keen, Bruce Vickers, Tom Neal, Kimber Townsend, Tammy Carmichael, Judy Vanderburg, and Nancy Minnick (Scribe)
Absent:  Allen Risen, Mike McGlade, Jeff Snyder, Mark Weiss, Mary Harden 
Review of Minutes:  
· The minutes from the December 2008 meeting stand approved.

Building Inspection Notes:  

· Branches need trimmed, overflowing onto sidewalk areas.
· Light switch needs outlet casing

· Extension cords to power strip.

· Missing ceiling tiles.

Injury Review 

	Type of Accident
	Findings
	Recommendations

	Employee was scrubbing the grid over the drain and didn’t realize how close she was to the pipe and didn’t know that the edge of the pipe was sharp.  Employee ran into the pipe with her hand and it nicked her on the knuckle, resulting in a minor cut to her hand.

	· Employee was wearing disposable latex cleaning gloves.
· Floor drain grate is removable and it came up very easily when removal was attempted.
	· Wear heavy duty gloves when cleaning floor drains.
· Remove floor drain grates prior to cleaning catch basin.

	Employee was walking into the loading dock area and slipped and fell onto his left hand.
	· Hazardous weather or environment.
· Temps in low 20’s with snow & ice on the ground.

· Grounds personnel doing snow/ice removal on campus.


	· Report slippery areas to Physical Plant for de-icing and removal.
· Use extra caution during inclement weather using small steps.  

	Employee was walking to the mailroom when she hit black ice on a slight include on the sidewalk, causing her to fall onto her back.  
	· Slips and falls.

· Slippery or other unsafe surface.

· Temp at time of fall was approximately 25 degrees.

· Proper shoes worn for conditions.

· Physical Plant was in area de-icing when fall occurred.


	· Continue using extreme caution while walking on icy surfaces.  

	Employee was working with other employees removing broken tree branches from an ice storm.  Employee was carrying a 3-foot long, approx. 1 foot in diameter branch to a Kubota grounds vehicle when the branch slipped from his hand against the Kubota tailgate smashing his fingers.  
	· Slippery or other unsafe surface.

· Hazardous weather or environment.

· Tree branch had ice on a portion of the bark, causing his hand to lose its grip.

· Too large a branch for one person to carry in weather conditions that existed.

· Appropriate personal protective equipment being used. 
	· Reduce size of branch by cutting it into smaller lengths.

· Ask for assistance if branch cannot be cut smaller.  

	Employee was walking across the parking lot when they felt their ankle twist on debris.  Employee fell on the parking lot surface landing on her right elbow and hip.  
	· Tree debris cluttered Lot A from an ice storm December 20 and 21.  

· Cleanup started December 22.  Large tree branches damaged from the storm were removed.
· Cleanup was still ongoing the date of this injury.
	· Send email out to campus reminding them to use caution during cleanup period for potential hazards left over from the storm.  

	While cutting plum tree on the ground, an unseen limb came out and struck employees front right knee under the knee cap.
	· Working on moving or dangerous equipment.

· Possible sudden release of tension on tree branch due to the weight of the 10-inch diameter tree as it lay on the ground.  
	· Study the tree branch that may be under tension.  Start cutting from end of branch back towards tree stock/trunk to release any potential pressure.  

	Employee was working on installing new computer cables and cleaning up existing cables.  While moving computer cables and wires, the palm of his left hand brushed against a sharp corner of the cut off portions of a plastic cable/zip tie which resulted to a small cut to his hand.  
	· Cutting the tails off of zip ties can cause pointed/ sharp corners at the cut location, due to rigidity of the plastic.

· Personal protective equipment/gloves not required for this task and would cause more of a hindrance than protection.  
	· Snip the zip tie ends closer to the latching buckle so no exposed ends are protruding beyond latch buckle.  


Public Safety Reports:  
· Contract employee through Physical Plant was cleaning branches from a tree.  Employee was moving a large branch from one area when he fell down directly into his shoulder.  He was transported by medics to West Valley Hospital.

Energy Update:   Projections show us at or below budget levels.
Nominations for Chair and Co-Chair:  We need to nominate someone as chair and co-chair of the Committee.  The Chair person has served her time on the committee, and co-chair just rotated off.  Please email Nancy with nominations.  
Round Table:
· Physical Plant has found some seal coat with grit that will be placed over the exposed aggregate in front of the Library.  They will apply the seal coat when weather conditions are acceptable for application.

· Judy passed out a SAIF incident form.  These forms are for injuries on campus and are available in both Spanish and English.  They would be available on line.  In order to change out the form, the Safety Committee and Allen would have to give a recommendation.  Copies will be taken to Allen to review and this will be discussed at our next meeting.  

· Would like to start a quarterly Safety Newsletter.  Nancy will put together with input from the committee members.  We will be adding this as an agenda item for ideas.

Next Meeting:  Our next meeting is February 17, 2009, at 2 p.m. in Hamersly Library Room 205.
