Safety/Energy Conservation Committee Meeting Minutes
February 17, 2009
Present:  Allen Risen, Jennifer Keen, Kimber Townsend, Mary Harden, and Nancy Minnick (Scribe)
Absent:  Jay Carey, Chelsee Blatner, Lori Davidson, Mike McGlade, Jeff Snyder, Mark Weiss, Bruce Vickers, Tom Neal, Tammy Carmichael, Judy Vanderburg,
Guest:  Sheila Scott (proxy for Lori Davidson)

Review of Minutes:  
· The minutes from the January 2009 meeting stand approved.

Building Inspection Notes:  

· Tiles on west side of Heritage Hall are broken.
· Still sidewalk issues to be completed as funds become available.

· A few areas where trees are overgrowing sidewalks or are less than 8 feet above sidewalks.

· A mini-fridge blocking the fire panel.

· Bubbles and cracks in new flooring ground level near vending machines in HSS.

· Missing ceiling tiles in several buildings.

· Overloaded shelves.

· Extension cord in use in Natural Science.

· Chemical jar found open and in hallway on edge of shelf.

Injury Review 

	Type of Accident
	Findings
	Recommendations

	Employee was going to enter the restroom when she was called by her supervisor.  She changed directions and walked backwards but fell after taking several steps.  She landed on her behind then hit her head on the floor.  Said she saw black at first and asked for help.
	· Employee wearing proper non-slip shoes.
· Smooth 12” tile floor at restroom entrance, butted up to a smooth concrete floor in hallway with a ¼” transition.

· Employee stopped when called, taking several steps backwards to communicate with supervisor.  Employee lost balance falling backwards hitting head on concrete floor.  

	· Don’t walk backwards, stop and turn.

	Employee was cleaning a paint drip off the floor.  Employee squirted chemical liquid at the floor and it deflected back into employee’s eye.
	· Failure to use personal protective equipment.  
· Lack of training or knowledge.
	· Supervisor to ensure and document all student employees are properly trained prior to being allowed to work.
· Safety Manager developed a training packet for supervisor and trained supervisor to conduct the required safety training for all new student employees on first day of employment.  

	Employee walked out the back door of the ITC building heading to her car.  Just as she reached the back of her car, she slipped on black ice and fell on her right side, hitting her right elbow.
	· Temperature at time of fall was in the mid 20’s with frost on parking lots and roadways.
· Appropriate footwear for weather conditions.  

· Did not step on a painted surface, it was a patch of black ice on asphalt.
	· Use extra caution during cold weather.  Avoid walking over painted surfaces and any shiny surfaces in parking lots due to potential ice.  

	Employee was pulling a stage unit and when she stopped walking the stage unit rammed into the heel of her foot.
	· Pulling stage cart instead of pushing as trained.  
· Supervisor reminded about correct procedure when moving roller carts.  
	· Push carts, do not pull them.

	Employee was placing chairs in rows setting up for an event.  When employee lifted the top chair, her nail broke (her hand slipped off the back of the chair).
	· Nail broke at quick tearing skin under nail.

· Material on chair seat and back can be slick causing gripping problems.  
· Lifting chair from seat and back requiring a stronger grip when lifting.  
	· Lift chairs by grasping arm rests, if any, or grasp chair seat on both sides.
· Wear rubber coated cloth gloves to improve grip.

	Employee was cleaning the restroom and had mopped the floor.  He then remembered he needed to replace a roll of toilet paper.  When he reentered the restroom, the floor was still wet; he fell and twisted his foot.  
	· Failure to observe safety regulations.  
· Slippery or other unsafe surface.

· In a hurry.  
	· Complete a rinse mopping of floor with clean water only.  
· Allow floor to dry prior to re-entry.  

· Ring mop thoroughly to minimize excessive standing water on floor to dry faster.  


Public Safety Reports:  

· Custodian with the injured foot (discussed above).

· Staff member who slipped and fell (discussed above).  We called medics and she was transported to West Valley Hospital to be checked out.  

· Responded to a death on campus.  The husband of one of our students passed away due to medical issues.

Energy Update:   None at this time.  A lot of work is going into the planning of the new Residence Hall.  It will be a green building.
Nominations for Chair and Co-Chair:  With the slim group, this will be discussed next meeting.  Email Nancy with any nomination suggestions.
Newsletter Topics:  Please email Nancy with any ideas you have for a safety newsletter so we can get one out in the next couple months.   
Round Table:
· Education had a smell of gas and the building was evacuated.  It turned out to be propane work on the roof; they had gotten too close to an intake valve.  Everything turned out okay, but a couple folks were sick to their stomach because of the smell.  
· Allen will be doing refresher training with the custodial staff tonight.  

· New SAIF Forms:  Everyone likes them.  We will discuss these at the next meeting.  

· Allen will find out when the next Safety Committee training will be held in Salem so new members can attend.  This is a 4-hour training session.  

· Physical Plant is looking at doing a burn to learn with Arnold Arms.  They are currently working on contracts to remove the asbestos from the building.  The building will be burned and a parking lot will be put in.

· One of our committee members is involved in CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) for Polk County.  We are starting to investigate CCERT (College Community Emergency Response Teams) for possible implementation here at Western.  More information will be forthcoming as it becomes available.
Next Meeting:  Our next meeting is March 17, 2009, at 2 p.m. in Hamersly Library Room 205.
