Safety/Energy Conservation Committee Meeting Minutes
March 20, 2007
Present:  Don Naggair, Mark Weiss, Chelsea Blatner, Tom Neal, Judy Vanderburg, and Nancy Minnick
Absent:  Jay Carey, Stan Little, Allen Risen, Ligoy Gamaney, Rhawn Krogh
Review of Minutes:  The January and February minutes stand approved.  No changes needed.  

Discussion on Logos:  The Committee said they hadn’t seen any in the buildings.  Nancy said there was one up in the Public Safety building, and thought they had been distributed on campus.  Where did they get put?  Are they just in the Residence Halls?  Nancy will check with Jay and Allen on the status.
Energy Update:   February report shows we are doing well.   Tom hasn’t done the year to date evaluation.  With the mild winter we are doing better than average.   From the 5 year average, we were over in therms in January, but under in February.  
We are close to even in electricity consumption.  With all the additions we are holding our own.  We should break even or see some savings by year end.  

Building Inspection Notes:  Most things reported are already on the punch list to be taken care of this summer and as money permits.  Other things noted include:

· Power strip to power strip.  The question was asked if is just a matter of having a longer power strip, and Tom said that the solution would be to evaluate the rooms that have these issues and put in permanent electrical outlets closer to where they are needed.  Nancy will send the inspection list to Tom so they can look at these rooms.  
· Extension cords in use in place of power strips.

· Ceiling tiles missing/falling in rooms in Natural Science.

· Electrical heaters without tip over switches.  Mark asked if we confiscated these, and I told him I didn’t think we did.  We revisited the conversation we had about confiscating heaters without tip over switches and putting them in Mark’s or Judy’s office.  The owners can pick them up from them.  

The Electrical Inspector was here on campus.  The electricians have been doing a lot of work at Rice Auditorium.  The inspector should see a lot of progress when they come back for the follow-up inspection in April.  
Injury Review 

	Type of Accident
	Findings
	Recommendations

	Employee was shoveling compost, felt a twinge, and felt it was a pinched nerve.
	· Continued to work in the same manner when the soreness began irritating the area further.
· Repetitive motion from using a shovel.  
	· Switch arms and direction to avoid over-working certain muscles.
· Change task as needed.

	Employee was placing tables onto the cart, the table slipped out of her hand and the table hit her foot.
	· Hand slipped, losing grip.

· In a hurry.

· No serious injury, just a contusion.

· No medical attention required.
	· Slow down.

· Ask for assistance when needed.

	Employee was sitting at her desk and reached to pick up a file.  Her chair rolled out from under her and she fell to the floor.  Her head and hip struck a metal cabinet.  
	· Sturdy 5-star wheeled base on chair.

· Hard tile floor t hat will allow wheels to roll easily as the chair tipped while reaching for files.

· Employee leaning to reach files, causing chair to tip.    
	· Do not over-reach for objects.

· Do not tip/lean chair.

· Install a rubberized/ carpeted floor mat for chair to sit on.  (This has been done.)


Public Safety Reports:  
· We responded to an electrical fire in Valsetz Dining Hall.   It was caused by an over heated circuit breaker.  

· We responded to a trash can fire at Hamersly Library.  Water had been put on it, and it was smoking by the time we arrived.  A cigarette butt was found in the trash can.  (Tom was going to ensure a sand ashtray was out at the east entrance.)
· Motor Vehicle Accident:  Minor damage to a custodial van when they backed up into a support pole.  There was minimal damage done to the van, and the support post was repaired.  

Round Table:  
· Paul Finke has asked for a representative from the Safety Committee to sit in on a “design charette” meeting on April 5.  This is to evaluate the walkway and plants from Monmouth Avenue back towards the new performing arts building to be built where the Modulars now stand.  Don Naggiar volunteered to represent us at this meeting.  

· Don stated his only concern was he found doors unlocked at Rice all weekend last weekend.  He stated they were also unlocked at Smith Hall.  Don’s concern was all the equipment in the Auditorium that someone would have access to if they got in the building.  

· Electrical panels and fire extinguisher cabinets.  Chelsea said she found one of each painted shut in the University Center, and suggested that other building managers take a look at theirs to be sure they are clear.  

· Fire alarms due to two smoke detectors at the University Center.  They would like Public Safety to clean these on a regular basis to reduce the alarms they are currently getting.   

Next Meeting:  Our next meeting is April 17, 2007, at 2 p.m. in Hamersly Library Room 205.
